
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  By John Farias, President 

INTERESTED IN A MG WINE TOUR? 

I thought I was done writing stories about my experiences when I was challenged with “do 

you have any stories about a mole?” The answer was unfortunately yes. 

Carolyn and I moved to West Linn, Oregon in 1994 from the deserts of Arizona. We 

bought a two story colonial with no landscaping. Carolyn immediately said call a land-

scaper since she did not think my idea of planting palm trees, saguaros and ocotillos would 

work. Months later we had a beautiful yard - my favorite part being an immaculate lawn 

that meandered between ponds and native plants. I was taught as a young man that it was-

paramount that you keep your faith in God, provide for your family, respect your elders 

and always have the greenest lawn in the neighborhood, (sorry Tal). 

One day I was washing a window in an upstairs bedroom when I was shocked to see a 

dozen mole tunnels all over my precious lawn. I went ballistic when I noticed there was 

movement in a couple of the tunnels. I flew down the stairs to get some tools to eliminate 

the mole problem. I drove my shovel into tunnel after tunnel trying to get these uninvited 

guests. Grass and soil was exploding everywhere and I was determined to win this war. 

After 30 minutes I took a break to evaluate my success. To my surprise the tunnels started 

to have more movement. 

I decided to contemplate what would my hero, Tim Allen, do. So I went to the garage and 

got more tools. I started with a pitch fork and moved up to a pick axe. This time sod, not 

grass blades, was flying everywhere. After another 30 minutes I was confident the moles 

were eliminated or a least moved to my neighbor’s home. I put the tools away and                       
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Anna Demeduk, class of 2014, is organizing a wine tour for July, under the auspices of 

the social committee. The date will be Wednesday, July 22nd. The cost will be $55 per 

person which includes snacks at each stop and lunch. The Wine Hopper Bus holds up to 

40 people. Must pay in advance. The tour will be of local wineries. Anna has 25 + so far. 

If interested please email Anna at ademeduk388@gmail.com. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SEED TO SUPPER PROGRAM 

 

The Seed to Supper is a joint effort of Oregon Food Bank and Oregon State University Extension Service Master Gar-

dener Program. The program coordinates free Seed to Supper Classes in the Josephine County area as well as other 

areas in Oregon. Participants are empowered with skills and knowledge to improve their health while gardening on a 

budget. With the help of Volunteer Garden Educators, participants learn low-cost solutions for preparing and enjoying 

their own garden-fresh produce. 

There have been 3 series of classes presented between May - June, 39 participants completing the course in Grants Pass 

and Cave Junction. 

A new series will begin in September. For more information contact Sharon at the OSU Extension Office: 541-479-

6613. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______  

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox@grantspass.com  

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

New email address: Sybil Longinotti,                           

sybillouise@centurylink.net 

  

 
 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  5/31/15 

Checking:      $30,594 

Savings:         $21,358 

CD:                $3,612 

Total Assets:  $55,564  

Total Income: $2,033. This comes from BBQ Auction 

($1,185), Donations; Fred Meyer Rewards Program ($98), 

Grange Co-Op Reward ($271), G.P. Garden Club FBO: K-

12 ($200), Marjorie Krull FBO: Jack Krull Memorial ($200), 

Perennial Sales ($56), Trees ($20), Int.from Ck, Sav & CD 

($3). 

Total Expenses: $3,296. This comes from Plant Clinic Cor-

ner Hutch ($434), SGF: Food ($99),Supplies ($37), Ads 

($1,313), Banner updates ($10), SOS; water for instructors 

TREASURER’S REPORT     By Julie Kaszuba, Treasurer  

5) Echeveria species and hybrids 

that are recommended for begin-

ning succulent growers are 

Echeveria glauca and Echeveria 

elegans, both lovely blue types 

that are slow growing and easily 

cared for.  

6) Faucaria F. tigrina, F.felina - 

Tigers Jaws and Cats Jaws, two 

closely related easily grown 

plants that appeal to everyone 

with their leaves arranged like 

wide open, toothy grins. Easy to 

care for, these will keep on grin-

ning even through the learning 

curve while you practice your 

skill on them. 

They are easy to find in florist shops, 

online mail order and garden centers. 

sional pink to orange blooms add-

ing interest to your display. The 

textures of the foliage, the spots, 

speckles, stripes and dots are all 

different - there is no end to the 

variations. 

3) Andromischus cristata, the Baby 

Toes plant looks exactly like little 

plump feet. One can’t resist tick-

ling them. Although not fussy over 

light levels, the brighter the light, 

the better the growth of the 

crimped pie crust edged leaves. 

4) Crassula, that ubiquitous Jade 

Plant. There’s a reason why it’s so 

widely grown, and that’s because 

it’s virtually impossible to kill. 

They can make fabulous mixed 

group plants, or can be grown as a 

spectacular single specimen. You 

can even make them into Bonsai, 

for a really different look. Eventu-

ally, these plants can bloom in 

winter and with pink or white clus-

ters of blooms. The trigger for 

blooming is when they are root-

bound, and on restricted water for 

a while in the fall. 

Here is a list of the Best Succulents 

for Beginners - whether you are look-

ing for a gift for that novice gardener, 

trying to find a plant that will live and 

succeed for you in difficult conditions 

- an office situation, perhaps? - or you 

are just starting out growing these 

fascinating and unique plants, this list 

will help you choose the easiest ones 

to get your feet wet with. 

1) Agave, American Aloe or Cen-

tury plants consist of many varie-

ties that are grown as houseplants 

for a really bright window. If you 

have a south facing aspect for the 

winter, and a warm patio or deck 

these will grow very well. Smaller 

species and varieties suitable for 

growing indoors are Agave par-

viflora, and Agave victoriae-

reginae, which only reach the size 

of a softball. 

2) Aloe, the smaller species and va-

rieties such as Aloe andongensis, 

A. juvenna, A. variegate, A. 

tenuoir and others are perfect little 

specimens to grow in a group, 

with their spiky foliage and occa-

 

SUCCULENTS FOR BEGINNERS     

SUCCULENTS ARE EASY 

TO GROW 
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($10),G.H; Soil ($30), Perennials Soil ($35), 

Supplies ($33), Tree Soil ($70), Cake for Ruta 

Warren ($26), Karen Pleasant Iowa Seminar 

trip ($700), K-12 Supplies ($158), YMG Sup-

plies ($209), Social; BBQ Auction supplies 

($132).                                                         

**These figures are based on reconciling 

checks and deposits to the 5/31/15 bank state-

ments. 

**Reminder - When shopping at the Grange 

Co-op & Fred Meyer Reward Programs, don’t 

forget to have them credit your purchase to 

Jo.Co. MGA. 

 

 

 



 

 

   2015  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President ................................... John Farias 

1st Vice President .............. Charlie Newsom 

2nd Vice President .................. John Etchells 

Secretary .................................. Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ......................Guy Young 

OMGA Alt. State Rep........ Candace Bartow 

Past President ...................... Peter Pernarelli 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..Julie Kaszuba 

Green House Managers ……..Tracey Raggi/ 

 ....................................... Deborrah Dunham 

Plant Clinic........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ............... Terry Ruiter 

Communications ..................... Steve Schoen 

Spring Garden Fair………..Charlie Newsom 

Newsletter Editor ......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman ................ Bob Wilson 

Special Projects ................. Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian……Carolyn Farias/Nancy Scheffel  

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market........... Peter/Lori Pernarelli 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee…………Lori Pernarelli 

Paint Your Heart Out ......... Sybil Longinotti 

Volunteer Hours .................. Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............ Steve Schoen 

Webmaster ...............................  John Farias 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……...Ruta Warren 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************************** 
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(Continued from page 1 President’s Comments) 

feeling very manly I started to go back upstairs and update 

Carolyn on my triumphs. As I walked down the hallway, I 

said “I took care of the problem.” She responded with “what 

is wrong with you?” Confused I looked out the window and 

saw that my yard looked like someone took a rototiller to my  

lawn. In addition there were at least three spots spouting 

water where I had hit the irrigation system. I turned around 

very sheepishly and said “I will call the landscaper.” 

Fast forward eight years and Carolyn and I are weeding in 

our new home in Grants Pass when I hear Carolyn shout “I 

got him.”  She hands me a bucket with a mole in it and says 

take care of the pest. I couldn’t kill it because it looked like 

a cute cartoon character. So I walked down to the river and 

released it hoping it would make a new home in one of the 

parks down river. Well this mole floated about 100 feet then 

turned around and morphed into Johnny Weissmuller. It 

swam upriver to the bank on my property, ran between my 

legs and headed for my lawn. I chased it until it hid in some 

bushes. I ran into my barn trying to decide what tools I 

needed to eliminate this mole. Remembering my last en-

counter with a mole it was obvious what tools I needed. I 

grabbed my fishing pole, my tackle box and a can of worms, 

walked back down to the river and called it a day. 

Congratulations to Anna Swanson for being the first student 

to complete her volunteer hours commitment. I also noticed 

that there are several students competing for the most hours 

this year, Barry Burnsides, Nancy Pyle, Anna Swanson, Pat 

Olson and Lucy Chambers. I don’t want to mention any 

names but Nancy says no one is going to beat her. A report 

of student hours has been presented to the mentors so if you 

are unsure of where you stand with your hours please con-

tact them. Projects tend to slow down this time of year and 

hours become a little less available so I encourage you to 

utilize your mentor for suggestions on acquiring hours. 

As a final note, John Punches, our Regional Administrator 

and Gail Langellotto, the State Wide Coordinator, will pre-

sent at the July 7th Board Meeting “Roles and Responsibili-

ties” for Extension Service and Josephine County Master 

Gardener Association. It is very important for you to attend 

to understand what each of our responsibilities and account-

abilities are. See you there! 

************************************************ 

 



 

 

GRANTS PASS GARDEN CLUB 

In 1926, Grants Pass was bustling. Route 199 was com-

pleted all the way to Crescent City and tourists flowed 

through town on their way to the Oregon Caves and 

California. A group of civic minded women, many of 

them wives of city leaders, decided that Grants Pass 

needed to put its best foot forward with trees and flow-

ers to greet visitors as well as making it a pleasant place 

to live. Drive through downtown Grants Pass or walk 

through a city park and one of the things you will notice 

are the trees. Many of these trees are courtesy of the 

Grants Pass Garden Club, along with numerous flower-

ing shrubs, perennials and bulbs. Mrs. Marguerite Rid-

dle was the first president of the Grants Pass Garden 

Club. Other women quickly joined and they pledged to 

“stimulate the knowledge and love of gardening among 

amateurs, to aid in the protection of native plants and 

birds and to encourage civic planting.” In 1928, the 

club became part of the Oregon State Federation of 

Garden Clubs. Mrs. Riddle immediately set about 

working with the Oregon State University Arboretum 

to obtain hundreds of free trees to plant in Grants Pass. 

Many of the elms, cedars and birches came to town 

through her efforts. In the late 1960’s, over 250 seed-

ling trees were obtained and set out to mature in mem-

ber’s gardens and then planted around the city. In 1976, 

as part of a Bicentennial effort sponsored by the Oregon 

State Federation of Garden Clubs, to locate historical 

trees, a hard-shelled flowering almond tree was identi-

fied at 702 NE A Street. This rare tree, now over 100 

years old, is the sole evidence of what was an extensive 

almond orchard. Since the early days of Rogue Com-

munity College, the Garden Club has reached out to 

students in the horticultural field with scholarships and 

also donates to the Clair Hanley Scholarship Fund 

which supports a horticulture student at OSU. To raise 

money for the club’s project and scholarships, the club 

holds an annual Spring Plant Sale the weekend before 

Mother’s Day in the parking lot near Abby’s Pizza on 

Williams Highway. Since the beginning, the Garden 

Club has welcomed new members who are interested in 

learning about gardening and sharing the love of gar-

dening with others. The general meeting is held on the 

first Wednesday of each month at the Fruitdale Grange 

at noon. The meetings typically consist of speakers, 

gardening tips, gardening Q&A, and Plant of the 

Month. Garden tours, craft workshops and informal get 

togethers give life to the proverb “Friends are the flow-

ers in the garden of life”.   Susan Finley 
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PERENNIAL MUSINGS 

 

One thing about Oregon is that the weather is always chang-

ing, and really not predictable from year to year. However, 

maybe August is really mixed up with June. A few years 

back we were wondering if we would ever harvest tomatoes 

because June was so cool. No doubt they will be early this 

year. 

One thing that doesn’t change is the activity surrounding the 

perennial program. We will continue to meet every Tuesday 

from 9am to 11am until December. Were you aware that 

there are volunteers on site at least 3 days a week who check 

the plants in the cold frame and water our “nursery” trans-

plants? We do have an automatic sprinkler system but it 

doesn’t reach every nook and cranny and it’s prudent to 

check on our “babies”. 

Thank you to everyone who has brought us pots. We wel-

come your donations. We are always in need of 1, 2 and 5 

gallon containers and even bigger ones if you have them. 

We are not able to use the thinner plastic pots, odd sizes, or 

anything that is cracked because we attempt to standardize 

our inventory for labeling and pricing purposes. 

Our invitation is always open to the students and seniors 

who want to earn more volunteer hours. Just come to the 

cold frame area and bring your badge so we can get to know 

you. Right now, we are currently preparing for the mid-

season perennial sale and we will report the outcome next 

month. Thank you to all for your dedication to this program. 

  Jean and Joan aka J/J 

************************************************ 

FLOWERS FOR THE FAIR 

In the past, there was a flower arranging contest for 4-H kids 

at the Josephine County Fair. Master Gardeners donated the 

flowers and sometimes provided the judges. Last year, this 

did not happen. 

Sue Hunt, the Extension 4-H Coordinator for Josephine 

County would like to know how many MG’s would donate 

flowers from their gardens. Donating involves cutting your 

own flowers and putting them in a bucket and delivering 

same to the Fairgrounds, The flowers would need to be de-

livered on Friday by 9:00am, August 21, to the flower build-

ing (grey block building where the 4-H exhibits will be). Sue 

will need to know who is interested, their contact informa-

tion and how much they could supply so she can let them 

know if it is a go or not. Sue also needs a judge or 2. Please 

contact Sue at susan.hunt@oregonstate.edu. 
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MASTER GARDENER  
ROLES & 
RESPONSIBLITIES 
TRAINING 

 

John Punches, Regional Administrator &  
Gail Langellotto, Statewide MG Coordinator 

 

 

 Plan on attending the next 
Board Meeting on July 7 at 
9:30 a.m. at the OSU 
Extension Office 
Auditorium!   

John Punches, our Regional 
Administrator, and               
Gail Langellotto, the 
Statewide Master 
Gardener Coordinator, will 
be conducting a training 
session about the Roles 
and Responsiblities of OSU 
Extension and the 
Josephine County Master 
Gardener Association.  I 
hope to see you there,                
Karen Pleasant, JoCo MG 
Coordinator! 

July 7, 2015 at 9:30 a.m. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 7   9:30 MG Meeting 

July 7   Winter Gardens in the Summer? class  

July 18  Fermentation class     

July 20 Newsletter Deadline 

July 23  Common Garden Issues class 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Master Gardener classes on page 8 of this Newsletter. 

********************************************* 

MASTER FOOD PRESERVERS           

JULY CLASS 

 

Fermentation class will be held on Saturday July 18 

from 9:30am to 12:30pm. Instructor will be Jerre Petal, 

Master Food Preserver. Learn how to make your own 

“Health in a Jar”. Fermented foods are essential to 

healthy systems but are lacking in most modern diets. 

They are densely supercharged and nutritious. Discover 

how delicious cultured foods can be. Let us show you 

how easy it is to introduce these foods into your every-

day meals. You will be making your own jar to take 

home and watch it transform into a jar of health. There 

will be numerous samples to try, choose your favorite! 

We will be showing you a few demos of our favorite 

ones, like Preserved Lemons and Kimchi, to enable you 

to make at home. Cost: $15 per person, payment re-

quired at time of Registration. Class will be held at OSU 

Extension Auditorium in Grants Pass. Pre-registration 

Required. 

********************************************* 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to Sandy Stephens (3), Tracey Raggi (4), 

Robin Binkley/Evie Perry (13), Michael Anzalone (15), 

Dorothy Shonkwiler (16), Jill Calamar (17), Linda Daly 

(18), Pamela Ann Huwa (21), Lilly Pattee/Angela Di-

Gregorio (28), Julie Kaszuba/Sandy Barak (29), Lana Par-

sons (30). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OREGON GARDEN 

 

On a recent return drive from Seattle, we broke up the long 

drive with a night at the Oregon Garden Resort. The resort is 

on the 80 acre grounds of the beautiful Oregon Garden. 

I’m sure many of you have been to the Oregon Garden, but 

if you haven’t, it is truly a gardener’s delight. You can take a 

tram ride (a good introductory overview) or just wander the 

trails through the gardens. It features specialty gardens such 

as a Market Garden, Pet-Friendly Garden, Children’s Gar-

den, Wetlands, Conifer Garden to just mention a few. 

Oregon Garden offers a package deals which includes a 

night’s stay, dinner for two with a bottle of wine, a breakfast 

in the morning and free access to the gardens. 

If you haven’t been up to the beautiful Silverton area Ore-

gon it is worth a visit. You can check it out at                  

Oregongardenresort.com 

   Phil & Marguerite Damewood 



 

 

OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 
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Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

JULY CLASSES 

 

All classes are held at the OSU Extension Auditorium at 215 Ringuette St., G.P. To register, call the Josephine 

County Extension Office, 541-476-6613. Pre-registration is required for all classes. 

Winter Gardens in the Summer? Class will be held on Tuesday, July 7th from 6:30 - 8:30pm. Instructor is Phil 

Damewood, Master Gardener. While we are enjoying harvesting our summer crops, it is time to think about a winter 

garden. This class will discuss planting location, preparing your soil and when and what to plant. Cold frames, hotbeds 

and cloches will also be discussed. Cost: $5/MG free with Badge. Pre-registration required. 

Common Garden Issues class will be held on Thursday, July 23rd from 6:30 - 8:30pm. Instructor is Jeana Schorr, 

Master Gardener. Discover the common issues that befall our local gardens in the summer. Learn about the most fre-

quently occurring pests in the veggie garden, and about issues such as blossom end rot, fruit not maturing, etc. Students 

will also learn techniques and tips for watering, fertilizing and mulching along with suggestions for planting a cover 

crop for the winter. Cost: $5/MG free with Badge. Pre-registration required. 
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