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Need a 
hand? 
Give 'em a 
call 

	

Howard	Huntington	
The	Daily	Courier	

	

Practical advice on 
gardening from the ground 
up and on improving your 
home is available from the 
Oregon State University 
Extension Service in Grants 
Pass. 

The Extension Service 
office, at 215 Ringuette 
Street, has many advisers 
and printed materials 
available at little or no cost 
to consumers. Hours are 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. weekdays. The 
phone number is 476-6613. 

Gardeners can learn how 
and when to plant 
vegetables, flowers and 
ornamental plants on every 
scale, from a single pot to 
several acres. 

Those who want to take a 
closer, hands-on look at the 
latest techniques are 
encouraged to take part in 
the Extension Service's next 
Master Gardener Program, 
which will begin in January. 

The program offers 60 
hours of instruction divided 
into weekly, six-hour classes 
on everything from planting 
and fertilization to insect 
control and turf 
management. 

Extension Service agents 
and visiting specialists from 
OSU teach the courses. 

Students pay a $50 fee 
for materials and must 
contribute 60 hours of work 
to the program between 
April and September, 
sharing their knowledge with 
other gardeners at plant 

clinics or helping in other 
ways. 

Program graduates may 
join the Master Gardeners 
Association taking part in 
activities such as the Spring 
Garden Fair, April 30 and 
May 1 at the 4-H Club 
Activity building in Grants 
Pass. 

Master Gardeners also 
may volunteer to be regular 
assistant advisers. 

Interested people should 
register promptly because 
the program is popular. 
Enrollment is limited to 
about 50 people. 

Numerous brochures on 
gardening and bulletins on 
horticulture are available at 
the Extension Service office 
for 10 cents to $2.50. 

Gardeners who are 
struggling against plant 
diseases or other puzzling 
problems are encouraged to 
bring samples to the office. 
Advisers will make house 
calls if the need is great 
enough. 

The Extension Service 
also offers a range of soil 
tests at prices ranging from 
$5-$4 for the basic program. 

 
Personal advice and 

brochures on home 
economics also are 
plentiful at the 
Extension Service. For a 
$6 fee for materials, 
local residents may join 
study groups that meet 
monthly to learn about 
the latest major 
appliances, food safety 
and other household 
subjects. 

The Extension 
Service also schedules 
workshops on tailoring, 
financial planning and 
other topics as needed. 

And agents are 
available by phone to 
answer questions about 
everything from 
weatherizing homes to 
removing stains. Tips on 
food shopping and 
microwave cooking are 
offered. In addition to 
the Master Gardeners, 
there is a Master 
Preservers Program to 
reveal secrets about 
quality preserving, 
canning and pickling. 
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Extension Service:  Here to Help 


