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Togetherness in Gardening 
 

Community plot gives city-dwellers room to grow 
 

Gail Bullen 
The Daily Courier 

 
Are you a would-be gardener who 

lives in an apartment building surrounded 
by white gravel? Or does your tiny 
garden at home lack space for sprawlers 
like pumpkins, melons and squash? 

Reserving a plot in the local Oregon 
State University Extension Service 
community garden this summer could 
solve both problems.  Other than a $3 key 
deposit, which is returned at the end of 
the summer, there's no cost to rent one of 
the 10-by-20-foot plots, according to Bill 
Burton. Burton is the volunteer Master 
Gardener who supervises the community 
garden for the Extension Service. People 
interested in reserving a plot should leave 
a message for Burton at the Extension 

Service, 476-6613. The fenced 
community garden sits on county-owned 
land off West Park Street that was once 
used as a nursery, Burton said. The 
garden enjoys full sun and has a sandy 
loam soil. 

The county parks department tills the 
garden every spring, according to Burton. 
Free irrigation also is provided and the 
water is funneled to each plot through 
pipes Burton lays out once the tilling is 
done. 

Burton can often be seen at the 
community garden during the summer 
working his own plot. Burton can answer 
many questions for beginning gardeners. 
More advice is available from the 
Extension Service at 215 Ringuette St. 
just a couple blocks south of the 
community garden. Burton, a retired 

carpenter and contractor, never had a 
chance to garden until he moved to 
Grants Pass about four years ago. He 
decided to try the community garden 
because he had little space at home, he 
said. One thing led to another, and he 
ended up enrolling in the Extension 
Service's 12-week Master Gardener 
Program three years ago. This will be the 
third summer that Burton, who likes to 
stay busy, has been the coordinator for 
the community garden. 

Like Burton, Mabel Small lacked the 
time to garden until she retired in 1987 as 
a supervisor at a local electronics plant. 

"It's lovely being able to work in a 
garden. It's a real outlet after being in an 
office for 23 years," Small said. 

Small especially likes tending her plot 
early in the morning when the wild geese 
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are calling and the birds are singing. A 
large population of quail that live near 
the garden help keep the bugs down, she 
said. 

Sue Haden has a small garden at 
home, but decided to get a plot at the 
community garden last summer so her 
children could raise plants that need a lot 
of room to grow, such as squash, 
pumpkins and melons. 

Five-year-old Nathan planted the 
seeds, 10 year-old Katie watered them, 
and both loved being in the dirt. 

The two children became especially 
fond of growing pumpkins last summer. 
They scratched their names and designs 
into the pumpkins when they were still 
small and watched what happened when 
they grew. 

"By Halloween we had custom 
pumpkins," Hadden said. 

Katie has already started growing 
pumpkin seeds at home to transplant into 
this summer's garden, according to 
Hadden. The girl also is planning to grow 
carrots this year, mostly as a treat for her 
pony, Hadden said. 
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