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The third annual regional gardening seminar, sponsored by the 
Master Gardeners and Rogue Community College, is here. 

This year, the seminar is planned for March 30 at Rogue 
Community College.  

Classes begin at 9 a.m.  
The enrollment fee is $5 per class with a four-class maximum. 

The schedule is as follows:  
 
9 to 10:20 a.m. 

§ Tomatoes – Seeds to Table: Master Gardener and Food 
Preserver Linda Thompson will tell you how to get the 
most out of this versatile fruit, from seeds to sauces. 

§ Bugs and Weeds: Extension agent George Tiger will 
share his expertise on identification and control of 
common garden pest and noxious weeds. 

§ Natives in the Landscape: Nurseryman Andy Sudkamp 
will discuss the advantage of using native plants in the 
home landscape. 

§ Bonsai: Rachel Winter, who teaches bonsai classes at 
Rogue Community College, will share her knowledge 
and demonstrate techniques of this Japanese art form. 

10:30 to noon 
§ Culinary Herbs: Herbalist Alan Zenet will discuss 

selection and use of herbs in your garden and kitchen 
recipes. 

§ Turf and Grass: Rogue Community College instructor 
and commercial landscaper Steve Siegel will share the 
latest methods for growing and maintaining a lush green 
lawn. 

§ Pruning: Local arborist Rick Brown will give shortcuts 
and tips on pruning for better tree shape, size and vigor. 

§ Grafting and Budding: Nurserywoman Jeanie Schattler 
will teach you how to start, graft and bud your own fruit 
trees. 

1 to 2:20 p.m. 
§ Small Ponds and Waterfalls: Landscaper designer Ron 

Padgett will describe where and how to build water 
gardens. 

§ Drip Irrigation: Irrigation specialist Don Argenbright 
will present the many types, uses and reason drip 
irrigation is important to your garden and landscape. 

§ Ornamental Trees: Local tree expert Mike Oxman will 
explain how to select and protect trees in our ever-
changing environment. 

§ Annuals and Perennials: I teach this class. I'll be 
covering the uses of flowers in different garden 
situations, from full sun to shade. All-American 
selections will be featured. 

2:30 to 4 p.m. 
§ Soils: Local truck farmer Mike Erbe will share his 

wealth of information on the importance of soil 
§ Organic Gardening: Alan Zenet will discuss the latest 

findings on this health –oriented method of growing 
food. 

§ Tree Fruits and Nuts: Nurseryman Ed Morey will 
discuss the varieties best suited to our area and cover 
some new cultivation techniques. 

 
Pre-registration can be done at local nurseries as well as the 

Josephine County Extension Office, 215 Ringuette St. Registration 
also will take place at 8 a.m. March 30 at the Rogue Community 
college cafeteria.  
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Extension staff have the answers 
 
By Dan Dillon 
Daily Courier 
4-25-91 

 
Their telephones ring when the ants and termites swarm, 

when plants are withering, and when people find strange 
bugs. 

Who are these people who revel in the oddities of nature? 
"They're a bunch of nuts to begin with, because I'm one 

of them," said Max Cain. 

Actually, they're Master Gardeners, who have 
extended their hands to help home horticulturists as 
part of the Josephine County Oregon State University 
Extension Service since 1979, when the first classes 
were conducted locally. 

They come from all walks of life, said Lisa Higgins, 
who has been with the program for four years and is 
now a part-time Home Horticulture Program assistant. 

Engineers, Doctors, Teachers, Dentists. All are 
people interested in gardening. 

"They want to know about gardening in the Rogue 
Valley, and this is a great way to find out," she said. 
The seed of the Master Gardeners program was sown 
in 1976 in Thurston County, Wash., 50 years after the 
Extension Service was initiated to help professional 
agriculturists. 

The Extension Service made no provision for helping 
people with gardens, so the premise of the group was 
simple, Cain said. 

"If they can help the farmers, why can't they help the 
gardeners?" said Cain, a Master Gardener since 1986. 

More than a green thumb goes into the information 
they share on the Master Gardener hotline, where 
volunteers fielded between 1,800 and 2,000 questions 
last year. 

Master Gardeners pay $50 for 72 hours of classroom 
training between January and April. In exchange, they 
agree to volunteer 60 hours sharing the information 
they gleaned in the classroom. 

"The big question we're getting right now is, "What 
kind of bug have I got here?" he said.  "Or 'My plants 
are dying; what causes them to die?' " 

The local office is backed by professionals at OSU 
with an insect laboratory and museum, a herbarium and 
a plant disease laboratory. 

This weekend, they will share their knowledge 
during a clinic at the Spring Garden Fair at the 4-H 
Activity Building, 215 Ringuette St., in Grants Pass. 

The clinic is almost an instant replay of the hotline. 
"Lots of insects, lots of household insect problems," 

Higgins said of the requests for assistance. "How to 
prune is probably the No. 1 question.  'Are those ants really 
carpenter ants or are they termites?' " 

Thirty people signed up for Master Gardener classes this 
year, with another 43 on the rolls as paid members. 

"I think the advantage for people once they find out we're 
there is it's a non-threatening atmosphere," Higgins said. 

Unlike a commercial nursery where customers might feel 
obligated to buy something when they ask questions about 
gardening problems, Master Gardeners' information comes 
without strings. "They're not obligated to do anything, other 
than keep using our service so we can keep proving we're 
necessary." Higgins said. 

Monthly educational meetings at the 4-H Activity 
Building are open to the public. 



	 	

Guru of green's seen it  al l  
 

But zucchini still thrills pioneering Master Gardener 
 

By	Barbara	Hahn	
Daily	Courier	
4-25-91	

 
Beginning	 gardeners	 all	 tend	 to	 make	 the	 same	 major	

mistake,	 says	 Ray	 McNeilan,	 a	 gardening	 author	 and	
coordinator	 of	 Oregon's	 Master	 Gardener	 program.	 "They	
usually	start	too	big	and	want	to	plant	everything	under	the	
sun,	McNeilan	 said	 during	 a	 recent	 visit	 to	Grants	 Pass.	 	 "A	
new	 gardener	 will	 usually	 try	 to	 plant	 more	 than	 he	 can	
possibly	take	care	of."	

The	result	 is	a	frustrated	gardener	who	may	throw	in	the	
towel	 when	 	 his	 efforts	 don't	 produce	 the	 seed	 	 -catalog-
perfect	produce	envisioned	during	enthusiasm	of	spring.	

In	 his	 more	 than	 30	 years	 of	 gardening	 and	 teaching,	
McNeilan	has	seen	the	typical	fits	and	start		of	gardeners.	

Originally	 from	 Oklahoma,	 McNeilan	 came	 to	 Oregon	 in	
the	 late	1950s	 	 to	obtain	his	master's	degree	 in	ornamental	
horticulture	 from	 Oregon	 State	 University.	 He	 remained	 with	
OSU,	working	as	an	extension		agent,	"off	and	on,"	he	added.		In	
between,	 he	 managed	 a	 nursery	 and	 horticultural	 supply	
business.	

In	the	mid-1970s	he	had	returned	to	the	Extension	Service.	
He	helped	organize	the	Master	Gardeners	in	1976	and	has	been	
its	state	program	coordinator	since	then.	

"We	try	 to	give	them	a	 fairly	broad	review	of	all	aspects	of	
home	horticulture,"	McNeilan	said	of	the	program.	

This	year,	there	are	756	new	Master	Gardeners	in	the	state,	
and	2,088	people	have	been	in	the	program	at	least	a	year,	he	
said.	 There	are	ongoing	Master	Gardener	 training	programs	 in	
17	of	the	state's	36	counties.		

It	was	because	of	McNeilan's	work	with	the	program	and	the	
urging	of	Master	Gardener	Micheline	Ronningen	and	an	editor	
of	 Portland's	 Timber	 Press	 that	 McNeilan	 teamed	 up	 with	
Ronningen	 to	 write	 "Pacific	 Northwest	 Guide	 to	 Home	
Gardening."	The	book,	published	in	1982	and	recently	updated,	
outlines	 the	 region's	 unique	 growing	 conditions,	 gardening	
challenges	and	how	to	achieve	gardening	success.	

While	 McNeilan	 notes	 there	 are	 hundreds	 of	 gardening	
books	available,	 there	seemed	to	be	a	need	for	one	about	 the	
Northwest	because	of	its	unique	growing	conditions.	

Oregon	 climates,	 for	 example,	 vary	 widely,	 from	 the	 rainy	
northwest	section	to	the	drier	environs	of	southwest	Oregon	to	
the	short	growing	seasons	of	Eastern	Oregon.	

The	 book	 focuses	 on	 the	 western	 side	 of	 the	 Cascades,	
where	 milder	 climates	 allow	 gardening	 nearly	 year-round	 in	
some	 areas.	 Chapters	 include	 in-depth	 discussions	 on	 climate,	
soil,	pests,	vegetables,	small	fruits	and	tree	fruits.	

While	 McNeilan's	 book	 covers	 the	 basics,	 new	 issues	
constantly	 face	 gardeners.	 For	 example,	 McNeilan	 noted	 that	
the	Master	 Gardeners'	 advisory	 council	 in	Multnomah	 County	
has	drawn	up	a	list	of	issues	it	believes	needs	to	be	addressed.	
These	 include	 increasing	 emphasis	 on	programs	 for	 youth	 and	
the	handicapped,	projects	that	match	up	prolific	gardeners	with	
needy	families,	pesticide	use	and	water	conservation.	

Overall,	 McNeilan	 believes	 fewer	 people	 are	 growing	
vegetable	 gardens	 than	 did	 so	 a	 decade	 or	 so	 ago.	 And	 those	
who	do	garden	aren't	necessarily	doing	it	because	of	cheaper	or	
higher	quality	produce.	

"We're	finding	that	more	people	are	gardening	as	a	form	of	
therapy,	as	a	way	of	relaxing,"	he	said.	

Even	McNeilan	turns	to	his	garden	for	relaxation.	So	what	is	
his	favorite	garden	vegetable?	

"My	wife	 and	 I	 love	 zucchini	 squash,"	 he	 said,	 noting	 they	
tend	a	50-foot	row	of	squash	each	year.	
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