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    SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

 

                 JOSEPHINE COUNTY OSU MASTER GARDENER 

           GENERAL MEETING 

              OCTOBER 7, 2014 

 
 

Judy Anzalone, Laura Buksar, Wilma Christian*, David Coon, Mary Cotton, Byron 

Coulter, Linda Dean, Anna Demeduk, Deb Dunham*, John Etchells, Pat Etchells, Barb 

Finch, Susan Finley, Joan Foley, Skeeter Guardione*, Dianne Jackson, Julie Kaszuba*, 

Jean Kitchen, Barbara Larson, Sybil Longinotti*, Cherrie Lynch, Jim McManus, JoAn 

McManus, Frances Michelon, Charlie Newsom, Jeanette Olmstead, Lilly Pattee, Peter 

Pernarelli*, Lori Pernarelli, Karen Pleasant, Jim Porter, Tracey Raggi*, Art Reel*, Ruth 

Reel*, Terry Ruiter, Breezy Schallheim, Barbara Schwartz, Joan Seward*, Pat Siler, 

Diane R. Smith, Hank Smith, Ida Toro, Ruta Warren, Dennis White, Susan Williams, 

Bob Wilson*, Crystal Wittich, Karen Zoufal  

 

WELCOME: 
President Peter Pernarelli called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Pledge 

of Allegiance and welcome to everyone in attendance. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the September 2, 2014 meeting were formally approved as written. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Peter Pernarelli 

 Peter noted the absence of John and Carolyn Farias due to the loss of John’s son. 

 Sue George is home and recovering after surgery. 

 Peter urged all members to submit their volunteer and education hours for 

recertification this week. 

 

AGENT’S REPORT:  Karen Pleasant 

 Karen encouraged all members to return the volunteer survey to her, noting she 

uses the responses to develop the Master Gardener programs. 

 She also encouraged all to consider attending the Community Classes this fall. 

She especially encouraged sign-ups for the Soils class scheduled for November 

15
th

 from 9-10:30 a.m., to be presented by OSU Soils professor James Cassidy. 

 Dennis White proposed a hands-on apple tree pruning class. There are many old 

neglected apple trees on the Applegate golf course. This would be a wonderful 

Master Gardener and Community class. However, a teacher is needed to present 

this class. 

 October 10
th

 will be the first session of the instructor workshop with the second 

session being held on October 24
th

. 

 Karen passed around a booklet outlining the “Seed to Supper” program. Barb 

Finch explained that the program was started to benefit food bank clientele and is 

now expanding to the community. If locations can be determined, the program 
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will start in mid-February. Jeanette  Rogers will be coordinating the effort in the 

Illinois Valley area and Barbara Finch in the Grants Pass area. Barb Finch will 

present more on this subject at our November meeting.  

 

1
st
 VICE PRESIDENT:  John Farias 

Not present 

 Peter noted that Ida Toro has stepped up to fill in on the graduation preparations. 

 

2
nd 

VICE PRESIDENT:  Carolyn Farias 

Not present 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  Joan Seward 

 A get-well card was sent to Candace Bartow. 

 A condolence card was sent to John and Carolyn Farias. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Julie Kaszuba 

 As of September 26, 2014, the balance in the checking account is $21,375. 

 The budget committee met on October 2, 2014, and the proposed budget will be 

presented to the membership at the November Board meeting for review. At the 

December General Membership meeting, the budget will be presented for 

membership discussion and approval. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

Special Projects: Sybil Longinotti 

 Master Gardener participation in the Paint Your Heart Out project was led by 

John Farias, Tracey Raggi, Hank Smith, Terry Ruiter and Sybil Longinotti. The 

group removed two truckloads of vegetation and one rattlesnake. Judy and Mike 

Anzalone cleared vegetation from an additional house. 

 Sybil said that she addressed the City Council, representing Master Gardener 

participation in the Paint Your Heart Out project. She also mentioned that Donna 

Anderson, who works for the City, thinks that this will be the last year of the 

program because it is increasingly difficult to get homeowners and volunteers to 

participate.  

 Sybil mentioned that the Episcopal Church withdrew its participation because 

everyone on their team was over 80 years of age and the church was concerned 

about their safety during the project.  

 

Seeds of Spring:  Terry Ruiter 

 A good list of classes is being developed for the 2015 Seeds of Spring seminar.  

 Twenty-five instructors have already confirmed. 

 A follow-up meeting was set for immediately after this meeting. 

 

Greenhouse: Tracey Raggi 

 The Greenhouse is planning its schedule and ordering seeds. 
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Perennials:  Jean Kitchen 

 Jean reported that the September 13
th

  Perennial Sale was very successful and 

thanked all members who helped. 

 She also thanked all volunteers who helped move plants into the greenhouse and 

cold frame on September 30
th

. 

 There are still a variety of plants for sale, including raspberry, strawberry, 

geranium and grape plants and many will be available at bargain prices 

immediately after the meeting. 

 

Spring Garden Fair: Peter Pernarelli 

 The Spring Garden Fair will be held April 25-26 

 Fairgrounds Manager Mary Groves suggested that the Master Gardeners share the 

location with the Home and Garden Show – essentially presenting the “garden” 

portion of the show. Peter said that at the budget meeting, there was extensive 

discussion considering the pros and cons for returning to the Fairgrounds or 

remaining at the Extension site. In the past, when we shared the Fairgrounds 

location with another entity, parking was a major headache.  

 It was decided to remain at our location and to utilize both sides of the auditorium, 

the adjacent patio, as well as the area behind the Extension office.  

 

OMGA:  Candace Bartow 

Not present 

 The next meeting is in Roseburg in November. 

 

Plant Clinic:  Wilma Christian 

 Wilma and crew are busy overhauling the file system and making space for new 

books. Since clinic space is a problem, Wilma is looking for a smaller computer 

desk that might work well and free up some space. 

 The Plant Clinic is lining up new seniors to work next year. 

 Judy Maxwell will take over the cataloging the insect collection. 

 

K-12:  Lilly Pattee 

 There are a couple of people working in the program at each of the seven schools 

at which the K-12 program operates. 

 They are trying to draw teachers out of the classrooms and into the garden to 

provide a hands-on experience for the students. 

 Lilly asked about acquiring a flag or banner for each school to signal that there is 

activity in the garden that day. Peter suggested Staples or Vista Print as a source 

for flags or banners. The suggestion was made to check with the print shop at 

Grants Pass High School. Lilly will see if PTA groups at the schools might supply 

some funding for the flags or banners. 

 

Young Master Gardeners:  Ruta Warren 

 The program for October 15 will be “Need for Trees.” 

 There is a need for volunteer help on that day with the students planting trees. 
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 Kudos for help with the program goes to Susan Strickler at Illinois Valley and 

Cally Baker, who will take over from Paula Ehrenberg with the under-5 group in 

Grants Pass in December or January. 

 

Newsletter:  Ruth Reel 

 For the first time in 12 years, so many articles and notes were submitted that Ruth 

ran out of room in the October newsletter. Thanks for all the submissions! 

 

Publicity:  Art Reel 

 Publicity is winding down for the year on our Perennial sales, but keep Art 

informed of publicity needs. 

 An invitation was sent to the Courier for a reporter to attend the graduation 

banquet on October 18
th

. 

 

Communications:  Steve Schoen 

Not present 

 

Social: Bob Wilson 

No report 

 

Historian: Skeeter Guardione 

No report 

 

Webmaster: John Farias 

Not present 

 

JoCo Fair: Charlie Newsom, Ida Toro 

No report 

 

Growers’ Market: Peter and Lori Pernarelli 

 The last Saturday in September was the last week of Master Gardener presence at 

the Growers’ Market for this year. Peter encouraged Master Gardeners to 

volunteer for next year. He noted that working at the market is frequently more 

social than diagnosing plant problems; greeting customers and discussing the 

Master Gardener Program. 

 He noted that during the summer season, 106 people indicated an interest in the 

Master Gardener program. Emails were sent to all alerting them that enrollment 

has begun. Karen Pleasant said that 12 people have already enrolled the 2015 

program, and notices are posted at the library to draw the attention of more people. 

 

Garden Club:  Cherrie Lynch 

 Cherrie encouraged members to buy a ticket for a drawing on a “Queen’s Potting 

Bench” made by Jack and Nancy Pyle. If a member would like the potting bench 

to go to a local school’s K-12 Master Gardener program,  “Garden Angels” can be 

written in the notes line on the check.  The drawing will be held November 5 at 

the next Garden Club meeting. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  Peter Pernarelli 

 Charlie Newsom and Peter will be hosts at the graduation banquet.  

 There was some discussion on raffle prizes, being donated by members or 

whether the organization can use its funds for prizes. Peter noted that as a 

501(c)(3) organization, the money raised is not to be used in a self-serving way, 

so prizes should be donated.  

 Charlie Newsom encouraged members who wish to compete in the “Giant 

Pumpkin” contest to bring their specimens to the Extension on Saturday, October 

18
th

 in the afternoon prior to the graduation banquet. 

 The banquet will start at 5PM. The main entrée will be provided. Please consider 

bringing a salad, side or dessert. 

 October is when the MG organization decides on the amount for next year’s dues. 

Currently, our dues are $20 per individual, with $7 going to OMGA and the rest 

stays within our organization. Hearing no discussion in changing the dues, it was 

decided to leave the dues at $20 for next year. 

 

PROGRAM: Karen Pleasant 

 Karen presented a recording of a TED Talk given by Ron Finley, a Guerilla 

Gardener in South Central Los Angeles. 

 Finley noted that Los Angeles has 26 square miles of vacant lots, and he is 

rounding up volunteers to teach community members the joy, pride and honor in 

growing their own food. “Growing your own food is like printing your own 

money!” he said. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  November 4, 2014, at 9:30 a.m. 

 

ADJOURN:  10:35 a.m.  

 

 

 

• voting member 

 

Minutes submitted by Secretary Joan Seward 

Subject to approval by the Board of Directors 

 


