
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S NOTE  By Terry Ruiter, President 

WHAT’S GROWING IN THE GREENHOUSE  By Peter Pernarelli 

It is still weeks before the first day of spring and crocuses and daffodils are full out. My 

plum and cherry trees are breaking buds. The trees on the distant hills have a great cast to 

them from catkins and leaf buds. My neighbor’s lawn looks like a stretch of emeralds! It’s 

so much nicer than brown vegetation and snow! It’s making me feel like my seed orders 

need to get in the mail. I have some new raised beds that are crying for plants and the early 

spring is encouraging me to finish the layout for this year’s plantings.  

Traveling around the area provides more evidence that the land is shaking winter off for 

another year. While that is a wonderful treat, additional time to build snowpack would be 

good. Our water sources have not been replenished and another year of careful considera-

tion of water use is in store. Our early winter snowfalls were terrific, but not enough yet to 

make up for the shortages from drought. That said, the value and incredible luxury of water 

on request has been brought home again as we see pictures of water supply infrastructure 

destroyed by explosions in the Middle East, or nonexistent in drought areas of Africa and 

India. 

March has several activities you might want to have on your calendar, beginning with the 

Board Meeting on the 1st. Seeds of Spring will be a fun day of learning on the following 

Saturday. On March 9th at 1:00, Bill Bogess (Dean, OSU College of Agriculture) and Sam 

Angima (OSU Agricultural Program leader) will be in Grants Pass to meet with the Jose-

phine County Master Gardeners Association...this is a rare opportunity for all of our Master 

Gardeners to talk with the directors of the OSU Master Gardeners program. Then, our first 

perennial plant sale of the year will be on the 19th!   (Continued on page 4) 
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THE MASTER GARDENER™     

This week marks the mid-point in our planting schedule. We have planted over sixty va-

rieties of flowers and vegetables already with an equal number of items still to be planted. 

As many will recall, last year we experienced problems with Thrips plaguing many of our 

plants. So far, we have been fortunate in not having any insect issues. I hope our luck con-

tinues. Our germination percentages have been a little low but that is to be expected in a 

learning scenario. I’ve already seen an improvement in the quality of the seed trays being 

planted.         (Continued on page 4) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERENNIAL MUSINGS 

We will be having our first perennial/tree plant sale on Saturday, March 19th, from 9 am to 1 pm. Save the date and 

come and join us. Dress for the weather, bring a hat and sunglasses and a chair if you wish. There will be coffee and 

donuts for you to munch on in the morning. 

For those trainees who need hours, we are here to help you. All you need to do is contact Jean or Joan and either of us 

can work you in. We ask that you make a 2 hour commitment but you are always welcome to stay longer. There are no 

requirements other than an eagerness to participate and share a day with your fellow Master Gardeners. The same invi-

tation is always extended to seniors. 

We continue to accept donations and ask that you bring them to the cold frame on Tuesday mornings at 9 am. Early 

arrivals gives us ample time to divide them. We do accept “firm” black plastic pots in good condition - 1 gallon, 2-3 

gallon and 5 gallon. By limiting our inventory to these standardized sizes it helps make our staging presentable and 

orderly. 

Thank you for all your interest in our program and for those of you who bought the bulbs and gave them a good home. 

May you have the most colorful Spring.   Jean and Joan aka J/J 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox9@gmail.com 

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR AN-

NUAL MASTER GARDENER 

DUES YET??? 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  01/31/16 

Checking:        $8,531 

Savings:        $31,367 

CD:                 $3,615 

Total Assets:  $43,513**  

Total Income: $3,381. This comes from Dues ($2,780), Per-

ennial Sales - Bulbs ($300), Calendar Sales ($208), Plant 

Clinic; Garden Guides($45), Member Donations ($40), & 

Member Purchases ($8). 

Total Expenses: $2,582. This comes from Plant Clinic - Fur-

niture, ($1,032), Insurance ($851), Greenhouse Seeds ($219), 

Young Master Gardeners Books ($126), General MG Adver-

tising - Thrive ($100), Spring Garden Fair Flyers ($87), 

Newsletter; Postage & Printing ($63), Seeds of Spring - In-

TREASURER’S REPORT     By John Etchells, Treasurer  

value we place on them has changed. 

In Colonial America people’s liveli-

hoods depended directly on their gar-

den tools as they planted and culti-

vated fields that fed their entire fami-

lies. Garden tools at that time were 

often custom crafted by local trades-

men, and some tools were even im-

ported overseas from Europe or East 

India. No wonder that garden tools 

were highly prized by the owners and 

were a common target for thieves. 

The tools so necessary and of such 

value to our ancestors are the same 

tools we rely upon today to prepare, 

cultivate, plant and maintain our gar-

dens. These days a gardener can find 

a tool for almost everything at the 

nearest garden center or home im-

provement store.  (Continued on page 4)  

use of gardening tools dates back 

10,000 years to the Neolithic period 

and the domestication of plants. Many 

of our familiar gardening tools came 

out of this period, although they were 

made of stone at that time and flaked 

or chipped into shape and attached to a 

wood or bone handle. Tools, such as 

scythes, hoes, plows, and gardening 

forks have remained more or less the 

same for millennia. The invention of 

smelting during the Bronze Age lead to 

the development of sharper, more dura-

ble tools that were used for agricultural 

purposes. The Chinese first developed 

the wheelbarrow in the 2nd century 

B.C., while the first cast iron shovel, 

with a broad blade and long handle, 

was produced by American John Ames 

whose company was founded in 1774 

(see www.ames.com where you can 

still purchase tools). The Industrial 

Revolution brought steel, automation, 

and mass production allowing garden-

ing tools to become more widely avail-

able. 

The tools themselves haven’t changed 

much over hundreds of years, but the 

Years ago I ran across a nicely illus-

trated book entitled The Museum of 

Early American Tools by Eric Sloane. 

At the time I was the Park Volunteer 

Coordinator at Silver Falls State Park 

east of Salem, Oregon where I devel-

oped a team of volunteers to engage 

the public in demonstrations of old 

tools, including froes, holding dogs, 

two-man misery whips, drag saws and 

other historic tools of the logging 

trade so prevalent throughout Oregon. 

My interest in old tools has continued 

since my Tall Timber Days at Silver 

Falls and carried over into tools re-

lated to gardening. Our seemingly 

commonplace garden tools might be 

dinged-up and well-worn but as the 

garden season is upon us and you 

reach for those tools that help you get 

the job done you join other gardeners 

past and present who consider their 

tools among their most important pos-

sessions. Most people would agree 

that everyone loves a garden. Never-

theless, tools put us in touch with our 

gardens and also provide a direct link 

to our heritage as the earliest recorded 

 

GARDEN PONDERINGS BY KAREN PLEASANT, MG COORDINATOR    

GARDEN TOOLS 101 
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structor Mailing ($58), Administrative items - Stamps, 

Cards, etc. ($46).                                                  

**These figures are based on reconciling checks and 

deposits to the 01/31/16 bank statements. 

**Reminder  - 2016 Dues are now past due as of Janu-

ary 1, 2016 and are $20 per member. Please make 

checks payable to Jo. Co. Master Gardeners, NOT 

OSU EXTENSION. You may mail checks to OSU 

Extension Office or drop off in Treasurer’s In Box. 

**Reminder #2- When shopping at the Grange Co-op 

& Fred Meyer Rewards Programs, don’t forget to have 

them credit your purchases to Jo.Co. Master Gardeners. 

 

 

 



 

 

   2016  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President .................................. Terry Ruiter 

1st Vice President ............... Jeffery Bellamy 

2nd Vice President ........... Diane Wickstrom 

Secretary................................... Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ...................... Linda Dean 

OMGA Alt. State Rep ................. Jim Porter 

Past President ............................ John Farias 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..John Etchells 

Green House Manager …….Peter Pernarelli 

Plant Clinic ........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ............... Terry Ruiter 

Communications ................... Brad Florance 

Spring Garden Fair………..Sybil Longinotti 

Newsletter Editor ......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman………….Breezy/Mark 

…………………………………..Schallheim 

Special Projects ................. Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian………….Nancy Pyle/ Linda Price 

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market ........................ Hank Smith 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee………………Joan Foley 

Volunteer Hours .................. Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............Steve Schoen 

Webmaster................................  John Farias 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……..Cally Baker/ 

  ...........................................Megan Beasley 

Membership……………………...Ruth Reel 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************ 

Nothing sucks more than that moment during 

an argument when you realize you’re 

wrong!! 

      Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1 President’s Note) 

The month provides a terrific beginning to the 2016 garden-

ing season. I hope you can take advantage of these activities. 

I am anxious to get my hands in the soil, pull some more 

weeds, replant the plants I took from my old garden boxes, 

plant new perennials, plant peas, lettuce and beets and get 

the season going and growing. I wish you a good start to 

your garden, whether it’s a pot in the window or acres. 

************************************************    
(Continued from page 1 What’s Growing in the Greenhouse) 

In two weeks we’ll be planting our hanging baskets. We 

have three colors of Surfinia Petunias to choose from along 

with four colors of Calibrachoa, and two shades of Ipomoea 

along with some of the other flowers we have grown from 

seed. I can’t wait to see how our students assemble these 

baskets. They are typically some of the first items to sell out 

at our Spring Garden Fair. 

If you are interested in helping in any capacity at the Spring 

Garden Fair, please contact Sybil Longinotti either by email 

sybillouise@centurylink.net or by phone 541-955-7029. 

************************************************ 

(Continued from page 3 Garden Ponderings) 

However, the mass-produced tools of the modern gardener, 

though relatively inexpensive and readily available, are of-

ten disposable after several seasons. If you are interested in 

long-lasting modern day handcrafted tools made from re-

claimed steel, check out Red Pig Tools in Boring, Oregon at 

www.redpigtools.com. You will find an interesting array of 

tools there that are not found in stores, and can even request 

custom-made tools. The owner, Bob Denman, wrote an ex-

cellent article about picking out the right shovel and/or 

broad fork that is also available online. According to Peter 

and Lori Pernarelli, Bob Denman gave a very entertaining 

presentation at the Mini-College at Oregon State University 

last year. Maybe he’ll be back there this summer? Be sure 

and attend one of his talks if you ever get the opportunity. 

If you are intrigued by the history of garden tools here are a 

few resources that you might want to peruse online. My fa-

vorite book about vintage garden tools is entitled A History 

of the Garden in Fifty Tools by Bill Laws. It is organized 

into five thematic chapters along with the tools used for the 

different types of gardens: the flower garden, the vegetable 

garden, the orchard, the lawn and the ornamental garden. If 

you’re ever in Williamsburg, Virginia be sure and visit the 

Colonial Gardens where you can see some of the gardeners 

display and demonstrate a wide variety of tools made by the 

blacksmith, wheelwright, and basket-makers of colonial 



 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to Jody LaChance (3), Art Reel/Chad 

Buckingham (5), Vicky Engel/Anna Swanson (7), Kim-

berlie Lehman/Janet Stanley (9), Bob Wilson (11), 

Carol Graper (16), Pat Olsen (17), Breezy Schallheim 

(18), Rebecca Hove (19), Diane Smith (23), Susan 

Finley (30), Lynne Hon (31). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT A REAL WOMAN DOES 

 

A real woman is a man’s best friend. 

She will never stand him up and never let him down. 

She will reassure him when he feels insecure and com-

fort him after a bad day. 

She will inspire him to do things he never thought he 

could do; to live without fear and forget regret. 

She will enable him to express his deepest emotions 

and give in to his most intimate desires. 

She will make sure he always feels as though he’s the 

most handsome man in the room and will enable him to 

be the most confident, sexy, seductive, and invinci-

ble…… 

 

No wait….sorry…..I’m thinking of beer. 

That’s what beer does….. 

Never mind….. 
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Times (Google: Colonial Williamsburg Gardens to find 

out more or go to 

www.history.org/history/cwland/index.cfm). Finally, you 

can take a virtual tour of a gardening tool museum in Lon-

don at www.oldgardentools.co.uk. 

I would be remiss in writing an article about garden tools 

if I didn’t mention some basics about purchasing new 

tools and taking care of them. In general: 1) buy the best 

quality tools you can afford because they will last longer, 

2) hardened steel blades hold an edge better, 3) some of 

the newer materials don’t rust (stainless steel, cast alumi-

num, nylon reinforced with fiberglass), 4) when laying 

tools down, always put the sharp edge or tines face down 

so no one steps on the tool and gets hurt, 5) hanging tools 

up is better than resting them on their points, 6) don’t 

leave tools outside in the elements - always bring them in 

and wipe them off, and 7) maintain and care for tools 

regularly throughout the growing season and do a thor-

ough clean-up in the fall before storing them. 

If you missed preparing your tools for storage last fall or 

have purchased some new tools, here are a few mainte-

nance tips you might want to do this spring: 1) remove all 

dry and caked on dirt from metal surfaces, 2) rub with oil 

(motor or vegetable) and wipe with a dry rag to prevent 

rust from forming, 3) rub wooden handles with a rag 

soaked in boiled linseed oil and let the oil be absorbed to 

prevent drying and cracking that can lead to splinters, 4) 

check and tighten any screws or bolts along the handles, 5) 

sharpen cutting edges with a metal file (ask if needs to be 

done on newly purchased shovels, etc. as many times the 

blades are kept dull for safety purposes in the store), and 

6) remove any sap on pruners and loppers with soapy wa-

ter or turpentine, add a drop of oil to pivot points (WD 40 

works), and sharpen with a good sharpening stone. Re-

member keeping your tools sharpened makes it easier on 

the plants and on the gardener. One tip you might also 

want to try is to keep a 5 gallon bucket of coarse sand that 

is mixed with a quart of clean motor oil in the garden shed 

and after using shovels, etc. poke the metal end into the 

sand mixture a few times and then wipe it dry to knock off 

the dirt and prevent rusting. 

Garden tools have always been prized possessions among 

gardeners. As a gardener you undoubtedly have your fa-

vorite tools, ones that you happily get reacquainted with in 

the spring and store carefully in the fall. Now you might 

have a new appreciation for your trusted tools that have 

not only earned a place in your garden shed, but one in the 

annals of history as well. 
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MARCH CLASSES 

All classes are held at the OSU Extension Audito-

rium at 215 Ringuette St., G.P. To register, call the 

Josephine County Extension Office, 541-476-6613. 

Pre-registration is required for all classes. 

Learning the ABP’s class will be held on Friday, 

March 11th from 6pm to 8pm. Instructor is Kelly 

Brainard, Ashland Greenhouses. Learn the difference 

between annuals, biennials and perennials and how they 

play a role in your gardening practices. The class will 

cover varieties that do well in our region and how best 

to take care of them including their soil, water and fertil-

izer needs. Cost: $10 per person/MG free with badge. 

(Limited to first 10 people paid). Pre-Registration re-

quired. 

Sustainable Lawn Maintenance class will be held on 

Wednesday, March 16th from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. In-

structor is Alec Kowalewski, OSU Turfgrass Specialist. 

Learn the proper implementation of primary cultural 

practices (mowing, fertilization and irrigation) and how 

these practices relate to a well-integrated lawn mainte-

nance program, which will ultimately improve sustain-

ability by reducing pesticide inputs. The presenter will 

also discuss alternative ground cover and eco-lawn mix-

tures; synthetic vs. organic fertilizer sources; effective, 

herbicide-alternative, weed-control methods; and, fi-

nally, methods to maximize the effectiveness of herbi-

cides and thus limit their use. Cost: $10/MG free with 

badge. Pre-registration required. 

Drip Irrigation class will be held on Thursday, March 

31st from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. Instructor is Chuck 

Mould, Master Gardener. Learn the basics of drip irriga-

tion and how to do it right the first time, including infor-

mation on tools and parts needed, how parts work and fit 

together as well as design and installation tips. The class 

is also a good refresher for those that have tried drip irri-

gation in the past. Cost: $10/MG free with badge. Pre-

registration required. 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOUGHTS OF AN AGING MIND 

I had amnesia once — or twice. 

Protons have mass? I didn’t even know they were 

Catholic. 

I am neither for nor against apathy. 

All I ask is a chance to prove that money can’t make 

me happy. (My favorite) 

If the world were a logical place, men would be the 

ones who ride horses sidesaddle. 

What is a “free” gift? Aren’t all gifts free? 

They told me I was gullible and I believed them. 

Teach a child to be polite and courteous in the 

home, and when he grows up, he’ll never be able to 

merge his car onto the freeway. 

Experience is the thing you have left when every-

thing else is gone. 

One nice thing about egotists...They don’t talk about 

other people. 

I used to be indecisive. Now, I’m not sure. 

Show me a man with both feet firmly on the ground, 

and I’ll show you a man who can’t get his pants off. 

How can there be self-help groups? 

My weight is perfect for my height...Which varies. 

The cost of living hasn’t affected its popularity. 

Is it just me, or do buffalo wings taste like chicken? 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

9:30, MG 

Meeting 

2 3 

 

 

Class 

4 5 

6 7 8 

 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

9 10 

 

 

Class 

11 

 

Learning the 

ABP’s class  

12 

13 

 

Daylight Sav-

ing Begins 

(clock forward) 

14 15 

 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

16 

 

Sustainable 

Lawn Mainte-

nance class 

17 

Last day of 

class 

St. Patrick’s 

Day 

18 19 

9 to 1,       

Plant Sale 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

Palm Sunday 

Spring Begins 

21 22 

 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

23 24 25 

 

 

Good Friday 

26 

27 

 

 

Easter Sunday 

28 29 

 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

30 31 

 

Drip Irrigation 

class 
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OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 
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Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

BRAISED COUNTRY SHORT RIBS  

Submitted by Ruth Reel, Editor & Master Gardener 

1/4 cup all-purpose flour   1 celery stalk, cut into 1-inch chunks 

1/4 teaspoon salt    1 onion, peeled and cut into 1-inch chunks 

1/8 teaspoon pepper    1 bay leaf 

3 1/2 to 4 lbs beef short ribs   1 teaspoon chopped garlic 

2 tablespoons olive oil    1 (10-1/4-ounce) can condensed beef broth 

2 carrots, peeled & cut into 1-inch chunks 1 cup water 

What to Do: 

In a shallow dish, combine flour, salt and pepper; mix well, then evenly coat short ribs with mixture. In a soup pot over 

high heat, heat oil; cook short ribs 8 to 10 minutes, turning to brown on all sides. Drain oil from pot. Add remaining 

ingredients to ribs; stir to blend well. Cover and cook 2-1/2 hours, or until ribs are fork-tender and meat is falling off 

the bones. 

Enjoy!! 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


