
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S NOTE  By Terry Ruiter, President 

QUICK FIXES 

After easing into summer, all of a sudden it’s August! The garden seems to be responding 

to the thought, selection and water it’s been given and is beginning to provide the flowers 

and produce that are the reasons we make the effort. We can begin to see that we might 

have something to take to the fair!...or not (what happened to those beans?!). Bringing 

fresh-picked fruits and vegetables to the dinner table is a marvel (although I was SURE I 

picked more Sungold tomatoes and raspberries than that!!). Is there anything better than a 

fresh-picked peach? Now is the time for completely and totally being outside. What a lux-

ury it is to do that. 

The Josephine County Master Gardener Association (JoCoMGA) has continued to plan 

activities around our weeding and harvesting. This month, activities begin with the general 

meeting on 2 August. Immediately following that will be the kickoff for Seeds of Spring 

2017. Seeds of Spring 2017 will be at Rogue Community College Redwood Campus on 11 

March 2017. If you would like to be involved or have thoughts on classes for the day, come 

to the meeting or let me know at tlruiter@msn.com. I think Seeds of Spring is a fantastic 

offering to the community every year and I hope to see you or hear from you on our next 

program. 

The first weekend of August (5 and 6 August) brings the Oregon Master Gardener Associa-

tion (OMGA) Mini College, which will be held at Linfield College in McMinnville, Ore-

gon. A variety of classes will be taught over six breakout sessions, each with six class op-

tions. Information and registration can be found on the OMGA website (omga.org). 

In the middle of the month (17 - 20 August) is the Josephine County Fair.  (Continued on page 4) 
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To clean and disinfect your hands, cut a lemon in half and rub the fresh juice all over your 

hands. Leave the juice on for 5 minutes, then rinse well with water. 

To remove stains caused by tomato plants, cut a green tomato in half and rub the fresh 

juice all over your hands. Leave it on for 5 minutes, then rinse well with water. 

For clean, soft hands, simply wash your hands and sprinkle with 1 or 2 teaspoons of corn-

meal. Massage the cornmeal into your hands to remove any embedded dirt, then rinse well 

with warm water.  Submitted by Nancy Pyle, Master Gardener 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPHINE COUNTY FAIR TIME 

It is time to start planning YOUR part in the County Fair. 

On August 17th - 20th the Annual County Fair will be here. (Wed. Thurs. Fri. and Sat.) 

On Monday, August 15th set up begins. We will be setting up tables, chairs, and decorations. Lots of help is needed. 

Then on Tuesday, August 16th, people will be entering their best vegetables till 6:30 pm. After 6:30, the judging be-

gins. Ribbons and awards will be given in lots of categories. Check the Fair book (available at the Fair office or Exten-

sion Office.  

Thanks to our sponsors, the Josephine County Master Gardeners and several others awards will be given out to the 1st - 

3rd places.  

There are lots of other places you can enter the Fair. 

If you enjoy flowers, quilts, jams, photographs and many more. Check the Fair Book to see where you may enter. 

The theme this year is Country Scenes and Children’s Dreams. 

With your help, we can make this the best Fair yet!! 

See you there! 

Charlie Newsom 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox9@gmail.com 

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  05/31/16 

Checking:        $19,798 

Savings:          $31,371 

CD:                 $3,615 

Total Assets:  $54,784**  

Total Income: $1,315. This comes from: Tuesday Plant Sales 

($508) Member Purchases [Clothing] ($364), White Elephant 

Auction ($348), Plant Clinic Garden Guide Sales ($80), Dona-

tions ($15). 

Total Expenses: $5,183. These expenses comes from: Spring 

Garden Fair Advertising & Hospitality Expense ($1,886), Edu-

cational Scholarships ($1,000), OMGA Donations for 2017 

Int’l Master Gardener Conference - Silver Level Sponsorship 

[approved at Jan. 2015 Meeting] ($1,000), K-12 Program Ex-

TREASURER’S REPORT     By John Etchells, Treasurer  

Plants. Some plants can hold water in 

their “mouths” and offer mosquitoes 

enough standing water to lay their 

eggs. Other shrubbery can serve as a 

hide-out for grown mosquitoes. In 

addition to blood, mosquitoes feed on 

nectar from flowers, so they often 

hide in shrubbery during the day. 

Thinning dense shrubbery to increase 

air flow can help reduce the number 

of adult mosquitoes in your yard. 

Low points in the yard. Any areas 

lower than the rest of your yard may 

collect and hold standing water.Make 

note of these areas when patrolling 

and be sure to inspect and drain them 

if necessary. 

It’s important to do a weekly inspec-

tion of your entire yard to locate and   
  (Continued on page 5) 

perfect for mosquito breeding. Clean-

ing gutters regularly to make sure wa-

ter is flowing smoothly can help keep 

mosquitoes from breeding so close to 

your home. 

Toys. They are an often overlooked 

source of standing water, but toys can 

collect pockets of water and just a few 

inches is enough for a mosquito to 

raise a family. 

Flower pots. Rainwater can collect in 

saucers under flower pots. If left to sit 

for days, the water becomes an excel-

lent breeding spot for mosquitoes. 

Bird baths. Even though birds eat a 

variety of insects, standing water in 

bird baths left unchecked for days at a 

time can become an oasis for female 

mosquitoes looking for a place to lay 

eggs. Inspect and change the water 

weekly to avoid an infestation. 

Rain barrels. If water is used within a 

few days, it will likely not be enough 

times to create a mosquito problem, 

but if water is left standing for multiple 

days, be prepared to find a hotbed of 

hungry pests. 

Summer is here which means the 

mosquito season is here. These tiny 

insects could be living, flying and 

breeding right in your yard, and you 

might not even know it. 

Mosquitoes aren’t just a nuisance, 

they are also a health threat. Some 

species common in the United States 

can carry and spread Zika virus, Chi-

kungunya virus, West Nile virus and 

canine heart worm. The first sign of 

mosquito activity is usually buzzing 

from female mosquitoes and their 

bites. 

Female mosquitoes can lay as many 

as 100 eggs at a time. They can lay 

eggs in just a few inches of standing 

water, making pinpointing breeding 

sites a challenge. To help homeown-

ers, Entomologist Ron Harrison, 

Ph.D., reveals seven places mosqui-

toes like the most and offers advice on 

how to help keep them out of your 

yard. 

Gutters. If enough debris is left to 

collect over time, dirty gutters can 

clog up and create pockets of water 

 

SEVEN PLACES MOSQUITOES MAY BE HIDING Taken from Wallowa County Chieftain Newspaper 

MOSQUITO SEASON  

IS HERE 
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penses ($611), Member Clothing Expense ($467), Gen-

eral Advertising ($159), Newsletter ($43), Greenhouse 

($15), Credit Card Processing Fees ($2).  

 **These figures are based on reconciling checks and 

deposits to the 05/31/16 bank statements. 

***Reminder  -  When shopping at the Grange Co-Op 

& Fred Meyer Rewards Programs, don’t forget to have 

them credit your purchases to Jo.Co. Master Gardeners. 

***Reminder - When you have bills for payment, 

please be sure to complete an Authorization for Pay-

ment/Reimbursement Form and have it signed by the 

committee head or officer responsible for the item. 

Failure to do so will delay payment of your expenses. 

 

 



 

 

   2016  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President ................................... Terry Ruiter 

1st Vice President ............... Jeffery Bellamy 

2nd Vice President ............ Diane Wickstrom 

Secretary .................................... Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ....................... Linda Dean 

OMGA Alt. State Rep .................. Jim Porter 

Past President .............................. John Farias 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..John Etchells 

Green House Manager …….Peter Pernarelli 

Plant Clinic ........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ................ Terry Ruiter 

Communications ............... Chris MacGregor 

Spring Garden Fair………..Sybil Longinotti 

Newsletter Editor .......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman………….Breezy/Mark 

…………………………………..Schallheim 

Special Projects ................... Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian………….Nancy Pyle/ Linda Price 

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market ......................... Hank Smith 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee………………Joan Foley 

Volunteer Hours.................... Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............ Steve Schoen 

Webmaster .........  Pat Etchells/Darcy Heater 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……..Cally Baker/ 

  ........................................... Barry Burnsides 

Membership……………………...Ruth Reel 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************ 

If you can read this, thank a teacher, and 

since it’s in English, thank a soldier!  
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(Continued from page 1 President’s Note) 

If you have the perfect vegetable specimen or pickles or 

quilt, the fair is the place to show it off! Even if you don’t 

have an entry, you can be involved in the fair. Charlie 

Newsom is looking for volunteers to set up (rebuild?) the 

tables in the Horticulture Hall and decorate. Entries need to 

be recorded and the whole thing will need to be taken down 

after the fair and stored for another year. Let Charlie know if 

you would like to help (cnewsom1@msn.com). The plant 

clinic will also be operating at the fair and Wilma has the 

schedule if you would like to sign up. This is a terrific com-

munity event. 

Planning for demonstration gardens is moving along. If you 

are interested and would like to get involved, contact Diane 

Wickstrom (dwickle@mcn.org). 

One of the jobs of the First Vice President is to find opportu-

nities to bring members of the JoCo MGA together so we 

can get to know each other better (I have met some fabulous 

people with amazing talents through the organization). Jef-

frey Bellamy has been working to that end. He has two 

events underway for September. On the 18th, we will have a 

Master Gardener tour of Master Gardener gardens. More 

information will be coming out soon, so keep your eyes 

open for it! 

Sometime in September, we will take advantage of living in 

a superb wine region by taking a Wine Hopper tour. A sign-

up sheet has been started and will be available at the general 

meeting with the intent of having 40 people go on the tour. 

The cost will be $55 per person. We will meet the bus at the 

OSU Extension office in Grant Pass. All participants on the 

tour must be at least 21 years old. 

You should have received an email from Pat Etchells, our 

secretary, asking for nominations for 2017 JoCo MGA 

Board of Directors members. Nominations were due 15 July. 

The nominations committee is going through those nomina-

tions and confirming the interest of the nominees in serving. 

Ballots for the election of board members will  then be sent 

out. Results of the election will be announced at the October 

general meeting on 4 October. The elected board positions 

are just a few of the opportunities to be involved in the pro-

jects and activities of the organization. I encourage all of 

you to look at the list of committees and join one that ap-

peals to your interests and personal skills. 

Enjoy the sights, smells, temperatures and fruits of your la-

bors (including the weed pulling!) this month. Consider en-

tering something in the fair, and think about activities you  

     (Continued on page 5) 



 

 

You’ll also need to keep an eye out for wallets that 

don’t creak when they open, because you’re going to 

need some cash for seeds, and all the other expenses it 

takes to setup a successful garden. 

In the past years we’ve had many generous donations 

from community business who share the vision of what 

these school gardens have to offer. That students are 

getting more opportunity to learn where food comes 

from. In June at the Madrona School the kids had an 

opportunity to pick and eat peas off the vine. Interesting 

enough over 50% said they had never picked or shelled 

a pea, or knew a pea had a zipper. They were totally 

intrigued. 

To be able to use the gardens as a classroom that is 

geared at helping explain plant life processes, and when 

possible to put veggies in the school’s cafeteria during 

the fall is one of the main goals for school gardens. 

In this world of crazy technology society we’re kind of 

getting torn away from the land. It’s great to see these 

students bring smiles and enthusiasm, and adventure 

into the garden as they experience the process of grow-

ing and nurturing and then tasting. For example what 

do you think the flower of the Jonny Jump-up plant 

tastes like? Try one; the kids love them, or fennel; they 

call it the candy plant. 

It took vision to get these gardens going. Now to keep 

that vision going we need help. You out there, people 

with the (love of the land) with agriculture running 

through your veins. A school garden needs a buy in 

from parents/neighborhoods alike...not just students. 

It is a simple fact of nature that most of the vegetable 

growing that is going on in the garden is happening 

while the kids are vacationing their brains out..So while 

school gardens can be outdoor classrooms in the spring 

they need attention when school is out or the food they 

produce will spoil or die. It would be a shame to let any 

of this fresh tasty veggies go to waste. So come on, get 

involved, help us paint a portrait of School Gardens 

getting it right. That’s you, Master Gardeners, we know 

how to work together...let’s get gardening!!! 

   Pat Olsen - Master Gardener 
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(Continued from page 4 President’s Note) 

might enjoy next winter when your inclination might be to 

stay indoors...besides planning your garden for next year’s 

fair-winning crop! 

*********************************************** 

(Continued from page 3 Seven Places Mosquitoes may be Hiding) 

eliminate any standing water. It’s also a good idea to encour-

age your neighbors to do the same so that mosquitoes aren’t 

traveling from their yard to yours. 

If you’ve done everything you can to help prevent mosquitoes 

and are still having problems, you may need a licensed profes-

sional. 

*********************************************** 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to Pat Etchells (4), Craig Duncan (7), Patti 

Phenix (10), Michele Aitchison/Miki Minici (12), Peter Per-

narelli (21), Judy Anzalone (30), Lynn Kelly/Barbara Reavis 

(31). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING SCHOOLED IN THE GARDEN 

For the last eight years Grants Pass has been blessed by having 

a K-12 school gardening program with the help of Josephine 

County’s dedicated Master Gardener Volunteers, and the 

watchful eye and guiding smile of Lily Pattee. 

It’s become a meeting ground for caped kale-chip crusaders 

who lash out at childhood obesity one raised bed at a time. 

Through Lilly’s and the Master Gardeners dedication, organi-

zation skills and pure love for gardening, not to mention the 

love for kids, this paints quite a healthy picture when you 

think of kids planting veggies, and then harvesting and eating 

those veggies. Lo! The holistic harmony of it all! 

Another picture it paints is the untold story, especially for 

school administrators who support and encourage student par-

ticipation in the school garden program. 

The most successful school garden is one with a plan - not just 

the students - someone to finesse the folks in the front offices. 



 

 

Page 6 

 

 

   

 

During the summer swelter, toss in the trowel, sip a lemonade, and try this quiz. Are you a horticultural high-achiever or 

one of the gardening impaired? Check off the following statements that are true for you. Give yourself three bonus points 

if you had to remove your gardening gloves before starting. 

You know you are a hard-core gardener if: 

__Your bumper sticker reads: “I brake for worms”, “I’d rather be weeding”, or “Have you hugged your cactus today”? 

__You photograph your flowers more often than your family or friends. 

__You’d rather cut the grass than vacuum the carpet. 

__You draw more garden plans than floor plans. 

__You’re disappointed to learn that you can’t order vegetable seeds from L.L. Bean. 

__After a terrific out-of-town vacation, you still regret missing the peonies in bloom. 

__You would turn down a job transfer to a city with a shorter growing season. 

__You rank The Secret Garden above Citizen Kane. 

__You’d choose a fish pond over a swimming pool. 

__You’d prefer a leaf shredder to a food processor. 

__You’d rather water your garden than wash your car. 

__Your hedge-clipper blades are sharper than your kitchen knives. 

__You say “garden soil”, never “dirt”. 

__You deadhead flowers in other people’s gardens. 

__When playing soccer, you check for crab grass. 

__You enjoy rain, but go ballistic over hail. 

__You garden in the rain and only stop when it thunders. 

__After a thunderstorm, you check for tree damage before basement flooding. 

__After a snowstorm, you brush off ornamental trees before shoveling the walk. 

__You can state your Hardiness Zone faster than your zip code. 

__A greenhouse is higher on your wish list than a hot tub. 

__You sport trowel earrings or a wheelbarrow belt buckle. 

__You actually appreciate cow manure as a birthday present. 

__You dream of compost. 

__You buy beer for slugs. 

How you scored: 

Under 5: No headaches for you if there’s a frost. 

5-10: You spend more time in the hammock than in the humus. 

11-20: You know which end of a corm is up. 

Over 20: You need some horticultural withdrawal. Time to close the garden gate. 

     —Sue Careless digs up dirt as a journalist in Toronto, Ontario 

 

 

 

   A HORTICULTURAL MANIA QUIZ    
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 1 2 
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OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 

  

THE MASTER GARDENER 

 

 

Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

CRUSTY BREAD 

Submitted by Karen Zoufal, Master Gardener 

3 cups flour     1 1/2 cups water 

1 3/4 tsp salt     1 tab sugar - this can be eliminated if you’re worried about sugar  

1/2 tsp instant yeast (1 packet)            intake 

After dinner I mix flour, salt, yeast, & sugar. Then add water and mix well. Cover with plastic overnight on counter. 

The next morning heat oven to 450f, with Dutch oven inside. DO NOT GREASE POT. While Dutch oven is heating 

dump dough onto heavily floured surface, shape into ball (no kneading). When oven reaches 450, remove Dutch oven 

and place dough inside and cover, return to oven for 30 min. Internal temp of bread will be 200 to 210.  

 You can add to your evening dough...apples, pears, raisins, fresh dill, anything you like. 

 It’s just enough bread to last the one day. 

I hope people try this, SOOOO easy bread. 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


