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PRESIDENT’S NOTE

By Terry Ruiter, President

With the first frost of fall, we can officially look back over the last few months and say,
“that was a REALLY wacky summer!” And that first frost in mid October was odd, now
that I’ve become accustomed to having them arrive just before Thanksgiving. But the rains
of autumn have arrived and maybe we can find our balance again.
November will start off with the Oregon Master Gardener Association (OMGA) final
board meeting for 2017 in Grants Pass on the 4th at the OSU Extension auditorium. This is
an opportunity to see how the organization works as well as to meet Master Gardeners
from around the state. OMGA provides the county chapters with several services in addition to putting on Mini College in the summer, which will be held in July 2018 at Linfield
College in McMinnville.
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The coming beginning of the calendar year is the time when look of the Josephine County
Master Gardener Association changes a bit. New officers and committee chairs begin their
duties and a new Master Gardener class begins the program. It’s a great time to think about
becoming more involved. The Association has many activities
(Continued on page 4)

PERENNIALS
The perennial group is in the process of pruning the existing foliage and putting the tender
plants in the cold frame to overwinter. As soon as we finish these tasks we will close
down for the winter and resume in February. Thank you to everyone who was part of this
process.
Joan Foley, Perennial Manager
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IT’S TIME AGAIN FOR THE ANNUAL MASTER GARDENER FORMS
The mandatory forms for all Master Gardeners are:
Conditions of Volunteer Service/Volunteer Assumption of Risk (completed annually)
MG Code of Conduct (revised 10-10-17; completed once and kept on file)
MG Position Description (revised 10-03-17, completed as needed when duties change)
The Conditions of Volunteer Service/Volunteer Assumption of Risk form must be filled out each year by all volunteers
and the attached form covers the upcoming MG Year (Nov. 1, 2017 through Oct. 31, 2018). The other two forms need
to be filled out and filed before starting volunteer service. Every volunteer needs to have the latest MG Code of Conduct form on file. The Code of Conduct form was revised on Oct. 10, 2017 and so all MGs need to complete the form
for the MG Year beginning Nov. 1, 2017. The MG Position Description form needs to be filled out and filed any time
there is a change in the volunteer’s position description (for instance...you never used to work with children as a MG
volunteer, but you are now working in a school gardening program). The Position Description form can be picked up in
the office.
Please complete and sign the attached forms and return them to Sharon Evans at the OSU Extension Office by November 1, 2017. Thank you!
Karen Pleasant, MG Coordinator

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

EDITOR NOTES

STATEMENT OF POLICY
Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gardener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.
However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own
actions based on information found in this publication. If, and
when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an
endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or
the OSU Extension Service. Alternate gardening methods are
sometimes presented for your information and consideration,
but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening
problems.
* * * * * * * ** * * * * ** * * * * ** * * * * ** * * * * ** * * * * ** * * * * ** * * * **
Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities and materials without discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital
status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status.
Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accommodations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need
particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541)
476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event.
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Please submit notices and articles to the editor, Ruth
Reel.
You can always e-mail to the editor:
reelsox9@gmail.com
Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR 97532.
Or call at: 541-479-7702
Please let the editor know if you have changed
your address, phone # or e-mail address.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Communications {Web Renewal] ($41), Treasurer’s
Exp ($13), SOS ($3), Square Processing Fee ($2).

For the month of September:
Cash & Savings totals as of 09/29/17
Checking:

$9,657.74

Savings:

$32,230.78

CD:

$3,622.14

By John Etchells, Treasurer

**These figures are based on reconciling checks and
deposits to the 8/31/17 bank statements.

Total Assets: $45,510.66**
Total Income from September 1st through September 29th:
$666: Fall Plant Sale [Perennials - $545; Trees - $30] ($575),
Garden Guides ($90) & Donations ($1).
Total Expenses September 1st to September 29th: $2,166.
Demonstration Gardens ($908), Mini College Scholarships
($750), Greenhouse [Supplies & Gravel] ($218), Election &
Swingers, Banquet Guest Payment] ($184), Newsletter ($44),

***Reminder– While shopping at the Grange Co-Op
and/or using the Fred Meyer Reward Programs, don’t
forget to have them credit your purchases to Jo.Co.
Master Gardeners. Also if you shop using Amazon online, please go to Amazon Smiles and select “Master
Gardener Association - Grants Pass” as a charity. Then
every purchase you make will be credited to us. Amazon is a company that makes its charitable donations
based upon the percentage of Smile sales from an organization. This is similar to the Fred Meyer Reward
Program.
(Continued on page 4)

FILBERTS OR HAZELNUTS? OREGON IS NUMBER ONE IN U.S.
Oregon grows 98 percent of the hazelnuts in the United States. But few
Oregonians know much about our
most important nut crop, according to
Ross Penhallegon, hazelnut expert
and horticulturist for the Oregon State
University Extension Service.
Filberts are the same as hazelnuts.
There are more than 3,755,000 hazelnut trees in Oregon, worth $49.5 million, grown on 30,000 acres, mostly in
western Oregon.
Most of Oregon’s hazelnuts are grown
in the Willamette Valley from
Eugene, north to Vancouver, Washington. Some are also grown in British Columbia.
The United States produces only
about 4 percent of the world’s hazelnuts. Ninety-seven percent of the
world’s hazelnuts are grown in Turkey, Spain and Italy, where they were
domesticated from wild trees many
centuries ago. Hazelnuts were introduced to the United States from
Europe by Felix Gillet, who brought
them into a nursery in Nevada be-

By Carol Savonen

tween 1884 and 1905.
In Europe the hazelnuts is mainly
grown as a bush or multi-trucked
shrubby tree.

FILBERTS ARE THE SAME
AS HAZELNUTS

In Oregon, growers primarily raise hazelnuts as a single-trucked tree that
grows 50 to 60 feet tall. A few of our
orchards have multi-trunked trees.
Hazelnut production per acre varies
considerably from year to year. For
example, in 1988 Oregon hazelnut production was only 800 pounds per acre.
In 2003, the average yield was around
1,900 to 2,100 pounds per acre. The
state average for nut production is
2,100 pounds per acre.
*******************************

2018 MENTORS
Announcing the 2018 Mentors: Barry
Burnsides, Tom Elliott, Will Scarrow,
John Struzik, Denny Bruno, Joan
Foley, Cindy Low and Janice McBride.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Happy Birthday to: John Struzik,
Jeanette Olmstead, Cathy StevensHernandez, Lori Pernarelli, Mary
Jackson, Cathy Santry, Elizabeth
Maler, John Etchells, Anna Eichner,
Barb Finch, Bill Ward, JoAn
McManus, Jean Carroll, Bob Hall.

(Continued from page 1 President’s Note)

2017 ELECTED OFFICERS
President .................................. Terry Ruiter
1st Vice President ............. Mark Schallheim
2nd Vice President ............. Phylis McIntosh
Secretary................................. Cynthia Low
OMGA State Rep ............... Candace Bartow
OMGA Alt. State Rep ............... David Coon
Past President ......................Peter Pernarelli
APPOINTED COORDINATORS
Treasurer……………………..John Etchells
Green House Manager …….Peter Pernarelli
Plant Clinic ........................ Wilma Christian
SOS Garden Seminar ............... Terry Ruiter
Communications ........... Schallheim/Etchells
Spring Garden Fair………..Sybil Longinotti
Newsletter Editor ......................... Ruth Reel
Hospitality Chairman………….Breezy/Mark
…………………………………..Schallheim
New Projects . Sybil Longinotti/Joan Seward
Publicity……………………….Jeana Schorr

that should appeal to all of our gardener members...you
would be welcome!
With the end of 2017 also comes our end-of-the-year holiday party. This year it will be on 8 December at John and
Pat Etchells house. More details will follow as we get
closer, but mark your calendars now!
You may have noticed the demonstration gardens taking
life around the OSU Extension area. The Krull Garden in
the northeast corner has been replanted with perennial
fruits and a new irrigation system has been installed. The
new gardens on either side of the auditorium entrance are
coming together. Signage will eventually identify the Native, Pollinator and Xeric/Dryland gardens on the east side
and a variety of food and herb productions gardens on the
west side. These gardens are intended to be educational as
well as providing a place for Master Gardeners to get their
hands dirty.
It seems early, but put a note on your calendars for Seeds
of Spring 2018. It will be held a bit later, on 17 March to
reduce conflicting with Rogue Community College spring
term registration. I think we have some interesting new
classes coming and hope you find them to be so. I also am
interested in identifying new topics people would like to
learn more about. Send me an email with your suggestions.

Growers Market ........................ Hank Smith

With that, I will let you get back to the activities you have
been putting off until you get some nice, rainy weather
(like reading that really interesting book on designing next
year's garden!). Best wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving!

K-12 Program……………….Charlotte Hutt

***********************************************

Mentor Committee………………Joan Foley

(Continued from page 3 (Treasurer Report)

Volunteer Hours .................. Karen Pleasant

Perennials ……………………….Joan Foley

***When you have bills for payment, please be sure to
complete an Authorization for Payment/Reimbursement
Form and have it signed by the committee head or officer
responsible for the item. Failure to do so will delay payment of your expenses.

Young Master Gardeners……..Sayaka Lean/

***********************************************

Historian…………...Nancy Pyle/Linda Price
County Fair………………………….Vacant

Computer Coordinator ............Steve Schoen
Webmaster.......... Pat Etchells/Darcy Heater

......................................... Barry Burnsides
Membership……………………...Ruth Reel
Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant
************************************

“Compassion” is a language the deaf can
hear, and the blind can see.
Mark Twain
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NOVEMBER CLASSES
Homegrown Microgreens class on Thursday, November 16 from 6 to 8 pm. Instructor - Karen Pleasant, MG Coordinator. Cost: $15. If you miss gardening during the winter, growing your own microgreens might fulfill your green
thumb needs. They’re easy and cheap to grow indoors, require little space, and they are versatile for use in salads,
sandwiches, garnishes, and more. Samples will be provided to taste, so you can decide which ones you would like to
grow. http://bit.ly/Homegrownmicrogreens
Growing Better Tomatoes class on Saturday, November 18 from 10:00 to noon. Instructor - Marjorie Neal, Master
Gardener. Cost: $15. It’s not too soon to begin thinking about next year’s tomato bonanza in your own backyard! From
basics of choosing varieties, planting from seed or commercial start, and caring for your plants, this class will give you
the info you need to harvest a delicious crop. Let’s create a Legend, cash in a Mortgage Lifter, or slather beefsteaks
like Brandywine with mayo - you can succeed! http://bit.ly/growingbettertomatoes
All these classes are held at the OSU Josephine County Ext. Auditorium, 215 Ringuette St., G.P.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association - Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613
Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu
Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com
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