
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  By John Farias, President 

SEEDS OF SPRING SEMINAR 

It all started with a simple scratching sound from under our house. Then I found suspicious 

rice size dropping in the garage. When I showed them to my wife Carolyn, she screamed 

and threatened to move back to Arizona if I did not correct the problem in the next ten min-

utes. Obviously she paid more attention in class and knew the droppings were from a ro-

dent. I immediately went to a local store to purchase whatever was needed to eliminate 

these pests. I was told that it was a very common problem this year and good luck. I then 

saved my marriage by calling an exterminator for expediency’s sake. 

After breathing a sigh of relief that professionals were involved and further researching the 

problem, I found out that rodents are a regular occurrence when you live on the river and/or 

more rural areas. According to OSU research, rodents are common pests for farmers and 

gardeners. Most people who have tried growing a garden know the damage these pesky 

creatures cause. Conventional methods of rodent control include trapping, poison baits or 

destroying tunnels. These techniques are labor intensive and costly, and can harm non-

target species. They may even be outlawed in some areas. 

As environmental awareness increases, many people are looking for other non-toxic meth-

ods of rodent control. One excellent option in areas where there are large rodent popula-

tions is to attract their natural predators. Raptors are a group of predatory birds including 

hawks, owls, eagles and falcons. These birds often prey upon rodents. Raptors alone don’t 

completely eliminate a rodent problem, but attracting raptors as part of an integrated pest 

management strategy can reduce the cost of conventional control methods. And, it’s a re-

warding environmentally-friendly way to reduce rodent populations. (Continued on page 4)  
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The 26th Annual ‘Seeds of Spring’ Seminar will be held on March 7, 2015 from 8:30 am 

to 4:15 pm at Rogue Community College, 3345 Redwood Highway in Grants Pass. 

Kick off that winter frost and join other gardeners in sessions that will prepare you for 

those glorious warm spring days in your garden, choose 4 sessions all for $25. 

Registration opened on January 5th and closes February 27th. Class details and schedule 

are available at http://www.jocomastergardeners.com or at Extension Office. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   DO YOU HAVE LEAFCUTTER BEES?     

If you have noticed crescent or almost circular shaped holes in the leaves of your roses you have Leafcutter Bees 

(LCBs). These little workhorses are some of the most efficient pollinators of both flowers and crops such as alfalfa, 

blueberries, and cranberries. In greenhouses, 150 LCBs can do the work of 3000 honeybees. As for your roses, do not 

worry, the amount of damage is usually minimal especially for plants that easily recover from pruning and deadhead-

ing. Note that the use of a pesticide is ineffective for preventing LCB damage because these bees are simply collecting 

nest material and do not eat the leaf segments. Unlike Mason bees, LCBs line and construct nest cells with leaves and 

flower petals glued together with their saliva. Some people refer to LCBs as the interior decorators or wallpaper hang-

ers of the bee world. 

Unlike Blue Orchard Bees (BOBs), LCBs fly from spring until late summer providing pollination services throughout 

most of the growing season. The females are easy to identify in the field. They are similar in size to small honeybees 

but darker in color. Unlike honeybees they do not carry pollen in scopa (saddlebag-like structures on hind legs) but use 

thick clusters of hairs on the sides and underside of the abdomen to collect pollen. Look for this yellow ‘skirt’ and a 

slightly upturned abdomen. 

Like BOBs, LCBs are solitary, cavity nesters that often nest in close proximity to each other. Preferred nest sites are 

hollow stems and rotting logs that can be easily excavated. This characteristic makes it possible to attract and manage 

LCBs by providing tubes or straws housed in a sheltered container such as a bucket or coffee can nailed to a wall 

through the bottom. LCBs are particularly prone to disease and are very susceptible to the fungal condition called 

chalkbrood. Thus, it is essential that the nest material be kept clean. This is done by ‘phasing out’ old nests with new 

ones. In the spring, when the bees start to emerge, cover the container with a lid which has been painted an opaque 

color. The lid should have one bee-sized hole. The light from this opening will attract the newly emerged bees to the 

outside while preventing new females from reusing the old tubes. Instead place another container nearby and fill it with 

new, clean tubes or straws. Used tubes and straws should be discarded once all of the LCBs have emerged.   (Continued on page 5) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______ 

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox@grantspass.com  

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

New phone #: Susan Finley, 541-226-2398  

Email change: Sybil Longinotti,                     

sybillouise@charter.net             

Michael Anzalone: tests@roguevalleysoil.com   

 

  

 
 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  12/31/14 

Checking:      $15,242 

Savings:         $21,356 

CD:                $3,611 

Total Assets:  $40,209  

Total Income: $43. This comes from Perennial Plant Sales 

($40), Int.ck.sav.&CD ($3). 

Total Expenses: $3,784. This comes from Plant Clinic; Ref. 

Bks ($42), Supplies ($141), HGS/SOS; Supplies ($214), 

G.H.; OBC Order for 2015 Class ($2,176), supplies ($217), 

Awards Banquet; Paper goods ($76), Swingers ($33), Spec. 

gifts office staff ($50), food ($212), G.P. Chamber Annual 

Dues ($235), YMG supplies ($83), Newsletter; Postage 

($78), Printing ($122),Socials; Bingo ($80), Christmas Party 

TREASURER’S REPORT     By Julie Kaszuba, Treasurer  

ing that truly brings her gardens alive. 

The book culminates in a traveler’s guide, 

with information on how and where to 

visit Potter’s gardens today. Recom-

mended by Karen Pleasant 

Chicken Soup for the Gardener’s 

Soul: 101 Stories to Sow Seeds of 

Love, Hope and Laughter, 2001 by 

Jack Canfield. This compendium of sto-

ries celebrates all the magic of gardening-

the feeling of satisfaction that comes from 

creating something from nothing; the 

physical and spiritual renewal the earth 

provides; and the special moments shared 

with friends and family only nature can 

bestow. Written by hobbyists and celeb-

rity gardeners, the stories relate the joys 

and challenges of gardening, with chap-

ters on Blossoming Friendships, The 

Family Tree, Love in Bloom, The Sea-

sons of Life, and Overcoming Obstacles 

and Potpourri.  (Continued on page 5)  

ety. This colorful book provides the latest 

understanding about creating and manag-

ing pollinator habitat. It is divided into the 

following four detailed sections: pollina-

tors and pollination, taking action, bees of 

North America, and creating a pollinator-

friendly environment. Recommended by 

Diane Wickstrom 

Back in the Garden with Dulcy: The 

Best of the Oregonian Garden Writer 

Dulcy Mahar, 2013 compiled and ed-

ited by Ted Mahar. Dulcy’s column ran 

for more than twenty-two years, showing 

her readers there was adventure and beauty 

in their own backyards. Her columns were 

packed with solidly reached direction and 

knowledge sprinkled with wit. Her fan 

base ranged from beginners to master gar-

deners. Recommended by Jill Calamar 

Beatrix Potter’s Gardening Life: The 

Plants and Places That Inspired the 

Classic Children’s Tales, 2013 By 

Marta McDowell The book begins with a 

gardener’s biography, highlighting the key 

moments and places throughout her life 

that helped define her, including her home 

Hill Top Farm in England’s Lake District. 

Next, the reader follows Beatrix Potter 

through a year in her garden, with a sea-

son-by-season overview of what is bloom-

A Gardener’s Reading List 

Every year I look forward to winter, 

so I can more easily ignore my “to 

do” list and fulfill my urge to curl up 

with a good book and a cup of tea to 

while away the hours as the storms 

brew outside and the garden sits idly 

waiting for spring. There are an infi-

nite number of books to choose from 

for such a pastime, so it was challeng-

ing to narrow down the following list 

of “easy reading” gardening books 

and I stretched the idea a little and 

even included one online site and one 

digest-type magazine that offered 

reading choices too good to pass up. 

Thank you to the few Master Garden-

ers who contributed their suggestions. 

I welcome additional recommenda-

tions whenever you have one and will 

save them for a future article, so 

please send them my way. I hope this 

list leads you to a few relaxed days of 

reading pleasure this winter. Happy 

reading! 

Attracting Native Pollinators: Pro-

tecting North America’s Bees and 

Butterflies, 2011 by The Xerces Soci-

 

GARDEN PONDERINGS BY KAREN PLEASANT, MG COORDINATOR   

ELEVEN DIFFERENT 

READS TO READ 
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sodas ($25).                                                               

**These figures are based on reconciling 

checks and deposits to the 12/31/14 bank 

statements. 

**Reminder - 2015 Dues are now DUE & 

PAYABLE as of January 1, 2015 and are $20 

per member. Please make checks payable to 

Jo.Co. Master Gardeners, NOT OSU EX-

TENSION, mail checks to OSU Extension 

Office or drop off in Treasurer’s In-Box. 

**Reminder #2 - When shopping at the 

Grange Co-op & Fred Meyer Reward Pro-

grams, don’t forget to have them credit your 

purchase to Jo.Co.Master Gardeners. 

 



 

 

   2015  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President ................................... John Farias 

1st Vice President .............. Charlie Newsom 

2nd Vice President .................. John Etchells 

Secretary .................................. Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ......................Guy Young 

OMGA Alt. State Rep........ Candace Bartow 

Past President ...................... Peter Pernarelli 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..Julie Kaszuba 

Green House Managers ……..Tracey Raggi/ 

 ....................................... Deborrah Dunham 

Plant Clinic........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ............... Terry Ruiter 

Communications ..................... Steve Schoen 

Spring Garden Fair………..Charlie Newsom 

Newsletter Editor ......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman ................ Bob Wilson 

Special Projects ................. Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian……Carolyn Farias/Nancy Scheffel  

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market........... Peter/Lori Pernarelli 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee…………Lori Pernarelli 

Paint Your Heart Out ......... Sybil Longinotti 

Volunteer Hours .................. Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............ Steve Schoen 

Webmaster ...............................  John Farias 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……...Ruta Warren 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************************** 
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(Continued from page 1 President’s Comments) 

There are many important and useful predatory birds in Ore-

gon. Two of the most important for controlling rodents in 

agricultural lands are barn owls and kestrels. Kestrels hunt 

by day, and barn owls hunt at night. 

The barn owl has been called the “cat with wings”. This 

beneficial bird preys on rodents, particularly gophers, mice 

and voles. A family of barn owls eats about 3,000 gophers 

each year. An adult will catch and eat 10 to 12 gophers per 

night while brooding between March and July. Barn owls 

are about the size of a small cat, but only weigh a pound. 

Their wings have soft fringe-edged feathers and a slow, si-

lent flight that makes them especially efficient at catching 

unsuspecting rodents. Barn owls have adapted to man-made 

structures like barns, attics, silos and nest boxes. They don’t 

show strong territorial instincts and sometimes nest in colo-

nies. So, you can put up barn owl nest boxes as close as sev-

eral yards apart. Barn owls will not harm game birds like 

pheasants or quail and are not a threat to chickens or cats. 

The American kestrel is the smallest falcon in North Amer-

ica (about the size of a mourning dove). It has a diverse diet 

but its main foods are rodents and insects. It also eats small 

birds, so if you are attracting songbirds to your land, kestrels 

are not the best choice. Kestrels readily take to nest boxes, 

but they are highly territorial. Be sure to place nest sites at 

least half a mile apart. 

Suitable habitat for raptors includes food, cover, and nest 

sites, water, and perches from which to hunt. The key factor 

that limits most raptor populations is suitable nest sites. Nest 

boxes and perches can increase raptors’ success in places 

that lack nest, roosting and hunting sites. For centuries, hu-

mans have successfully attracted raptors to help control 

pests by providing perches and nest boxes in areas that offer 

enough food, cover and water. 

I may plagiarized most of this message but I served my pun-

ishment by living the experience. Now if I was really smart 

my next step would be to call Bob Wilson about building a 

few nest boxes. 

On another note, I am extremely happy and proud to report 

that January’s Board Meeting had over 60 attendees. With 

participation from this year’s students that number should 

continue to grow. The more members that attend and get 

involved the better the chance we can deliver an organiza-

tion that meets all of our desires for our club. Speaking of 

this year’s students, we had over 130 students and seniors 

attend the first day of class. Mike Zerwer on landscape de-

sign and John Etchells on climate versus (Continued on page 6) 



 

 

The Undaunted Garden: Planting for Weather-Resilient 

Beauty, 2011 by Lauren Springer Ogden. Pioneering 

plantswoman, garden designer, and author Lauren Springer 

Ogden disproves the adage, “You can’t improve on a clas-

sic.” Her gorgeous new edition of this best-selling book in-

cludes: 375 new full-color photographs; 100 portraits of un-

derused; exceptional plants; Information on drought-tolerant 

and deer-resistant plants; and discussions on weeds, sustain-

ability, and adaptability. Recommended by Terry Ruiter 

*************************************************    

(Continued from page 2 Leafcutter Bees) 

The mating habits of LCBs are particularly interesting. 

The males of some species are equipped with long, 

dense hairs hanging from their front legs somewhat 

reminiscent of the “Crazy Hairy” version of Rob Lowe 

in those DirecTV ads! Researchers believe the hairs are 

used to blindfold the female during mating presumably 

so she is not distracted by other potential suitors hover-

ing nearby. Recent research has discovered that the 

male’s front legs may also be equipped with glands that 

release odors that, when in contact with the female’s 

antennae, aid in communication leading to mate accep-

tance. Apparently LCB females have no trouble escap-

ing from and avoiding amorous males. Aah, the won-

ders of a little aftershave lotion! 

 Judi Maxwell, Entomologist and Master Gardener 

************************************************* 

GREENHOUSE NEWS 

Greetings from the Greenhouse crew! We are blessed 

with wonderful mentors now with new students. We 

already have delphinium, geranium, lupine and a num-

ber of other flowers started. We are planting seed not 

only for the Spring Garden Fair, but for the perennial 

sale, a few for the library program, and for the schools. 

It is exciting to see the greenhouse start to fill up and 

know that wonderful baskets and plants are in the fu-

ture.   Deb and Tracey 

************************************************* 

BINGO 

Get your lucky charm out...Bingo!!...will be Friday, 

February 13th at the Extension Auditorium at 1 pm. 

Bring a few snacks to share and have some fun. So 

mark your calendar (FYI, new calendars are now only 5 

dollars). Further notices will be sent. 

   Charlie Newsom 
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(Continued from page 3 Garden Ponderings) 

Recommended by Karen Pleasant 

GreenPrints: The Weeder’s Digest, edited by Pat Stone. 

GreenPrints, an award-winning magazine for gardeners, features 

gardening stories written by and for gardeners and is published 

four times a year. Recommended by Mary Conroy 

Life Histories of Cascadia Butterflies, 2011 by David G. 

James and David Nunnallee. The authors present the life histo-

ries of the entire butterfly fauna of a North American geographic 

region in exceptional and riveting detail. Virtually all of the 158 

butterfly species occurring in southern British Columbia, Wash-

ington, northern Idaho, and northern Oregon are included in the 

book. Color photographs of each stage of life - egg, every larval 

instar, pupa, adult - accompany information on the biology, ecol-

ogy, and rearing of each species. Recommended by Diane Wick-

strom 

People with Dirty Hands: The Passion for Gardening, 1996 

by Robin Chotzinoff. “There was a wooden picnic table under 

the grape arbor, where Zelma sat all day when she wasn’t actively 

gardening. She shelled peas, wrote letters and mended clothes 

there. The older she got, she said, the less she wanted to be inside. 

Following Zelma’s model, I will age ungracefully until I become 

an old woman in a small garden, doing whatever the hell I want. 

There was a time when this would have sounded unfulfilled to me, 

if not downright depressing, but now I look forward to it.” (from 

Robin Chotzinoff’s introduction). Recommended by Terry Ruiter 

Potting Places, 1999 by Teri Dunn. At once practical and 

charming, potting sheds and benches brim with the essentials of a 

gardener’s life. This delightful volume looks at the creative design 

and use of potting spaces, from fully outfitted sheds to secondhand 

tables set beneath sunny windows. Recommended by Terry Ruiter 

The Garden Professors: Science-based Gardening. This 

online source is so worthwhile that I couldn’t resist including it in 

the reading list. It is written by university professors who are dedi-

cated to translating scientific information for your gardens and 

landscapes. Be informed and entertained! Go to 

blogs.extension.org/gardenprofessors/and/or 

www.facebook.com/TheGarden Professors. Some recent posts 

include: The Walking Dead (Christmas Tree Edition), Some 

Thoughts on Extension, You CAN grow it, but is it worth it? Rec-

ommended by Phil Damewood 

The Pacific Northwest Garden Tour: The 60 Best Gardens 

to Visit in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia, 2014 

by Donald Olson. This gorgeous guide includes favorite public 

gardens, like the Portland Japanese Garden and Washington’s 

Bloedel Reserve, and some of the top nurseries and garden centers, 

like Cistus Nursery and Joy Creek Nursery, where visitors can 

view display gardens. The easy-to-use format includes all the es-

sentials (the location, hours, and cost of admission), as well as a 

succinct yet evocative description of each garden so you can plan a 

trip from your easy chair. Each garden is illustrated with color 

photographs too. Recommended by Karen Pleasant  
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(Continued from page 4 Presidents Comments) 

weather. Each gave very informative presentations. As 

usual, thanks go to Bob Wilson, Karen Zoufal and all of the 

volunteers who organized this year’s pot luck lunch. Not 

only was it delicious but it managed to feed all 130 atten-

dees. It always amazes me how volunteers just show up and  

without direction, do whatever needs to be done. 

After the class a student told me it was obvious people sign 

up for the Master Gardeners program because they want to 

learn more about gardening. They then asked me why do 

people join the Josephine County Master Gardeners Asso-

ciation. The answer from our members is usually the same. 

First they want to continue their education but more impor-

tantly they want to volunteer their time and knowledge and 

contribute in making our community a better place to live. 

Finally they said they do not want to lose contact with all of 

the wonderful friends they have made in our club and look 

forward to all of the new ones they will make each year.     

At this time of the year volunteers are needed for:  

K Through 12  Contact Lilly Pattee 

Young Master Gardeners Contact Ruta Warren 

Illinois Valley  Contact Jeannette Rogers 

Seed to Supper  Contact Barb Finch 

Check your membership directory or ask your mentor for 

contact information. 

Finally, do not forget to register for Seeds of Spring. Once 

again we are offering a great selection of classes that will 

make your gardening experience more enjoyable. 

************************************************ 

DATE CHANGE 

Please note that the following class date has changed.  

A New Look at Garden Containers: Saturday, April 18 

from 10:30 am to Noon. (The class was formerly scheduled 

for April 11, but we got word that Fred Myer will be hold-

ing the annual Fuchsia Day that Saturday). 

************************************************ 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to Hank Smith (4), Marguerite Damewood 

(7), Mary Cotton/Linda Friebus (13). 

 

 

PERENNIAL MUSINGS 

The perennial greenhouse is officially open for the 2015 

season. Welcome! We were greeted with sunshine as we 

began our day, certainly a good omen. There were 12 

Master Gardeners who came to participate on opening 

day. We planted more tulips and alliums, trimmed and 

groomed the withering foliage from the existing plants, 

moved the hardy plants outside, watered where needed, 

and all of us worked at pulling those ever present weeds 

that seem to flourish despite the winter weather. We en-

courage you to stop on Tuesdays from 9am to 11am. If 

you haven’t had the opportunity to use our “chop stick” 

weed eradicator, then it’s a must that you join us for a live 

demonstration. It only takes a minute and no previous ex-

perience is required.  

Jean has ordered some interesting seeds that we hope eve-

ryone will enjoy. We continue to accept donations for 

transplanting or dividing each Tuesday morning. If you 

have any favorite tools, by all means bring them, espe-

cially scissors or pruners. Some days we might get dirty so 

an apron and gloves are recommended. 

Just a reminder that our first public sale will be on Satur-

day, March 21st so we anticipate a great deal of activity 

that will take place between now and then. Don’t be shy if 

you have never participated, there is something for every-

one at this time of year. If you can’t stay the entire 2 

hours, that OK, too. If you want to bring your coffee and 

just see what we do, then we will see you on Tuesday. As 

we begin our new season, we want to give a huge “shout 

out” to everyone who helped us on opening day. Thank 

you.    Jean and Joan aka J & J. 

*********************************************** 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Feb. 3   9:30 MG Meeting 

Feb. 4   Naturalistic Bonsai Class 

Feb. 7 or Feb. 21 Fruit Tree Pruning Clinics 

Feb. 11  Basic Bread Making Class 

Feb. 18  Don’t Let me Blow my Top! Class 

Feb. 20 Newsletter Deadline 

Feb. 28  Selecting, Using, & Caring for Garden Tools 

  Class 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CONTINUING EDUCATION              

OPPORTUNITY 

For Master Gardeners who would like to earn continuing 

education hours from the comfort of their home, there 

are two free IPM webinars that you can join: Thursday, 

January 29 Conifers and Tuesday, February 3 Apples. 

Both webinars will be held from 9:30 to 11:00 am. PST. 

Growing Conifers for Homeowners Using IPM is a 90 

minute webinar that is divided into three sessions of ap-

proximately 30 minutes each that will be lead by univer-

sity professors: Selecting and Managing Conifers, Man-

aging Conifer Diseases using IPM, and Managing Coni-

fer Insects using IPM. For more information and to reg-

ister go to: 

http://learn.extension.org/events/1946#.VL56W1pDaxI 

Growing Apples for Homeowners Using IPM is also 90 

minutes and organized much like the Conifers webinar 

and will focus on selecting and managing apple trees as 

well as using IPM to manage both apple diseases and 

insects. For more information and to register go to: 

http://learn extension.org/events/1947#.VL56nVpDaxI 

Once you complete the webinars, be sure and record 

your hours in the VRS system under Continuing Educa-

tion and list the title of the webinar under Description of 

Training. Email Karen Pleasant at 

Karen.pleasant@oregonstate.edu  or contact her at 541-

476-6613 if you have additional questions and to let her 

know what you thought of the webinar. 

 

 

 

 

MASTER FOOD PRESERVERS           

FEBRUARY CLASSES 

Basic Bread Making class will be held on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 11th from 6 pm to 8 pm. Instructor is Tracey Raggi, 

Master Food Preserver and Master Gardener. Explore the 

joy of making your own bread! Be introduced to yeast, mix-

ing brad, the process of raising bread and shaping loaves. 

Prepare to be covered with flour, then take home your own 

mini-loaf to bake! Cost is $10 per person. Pre-registration 

required. Where: OSU Extension Auditorium, 215 Ringuette 

St., GP. 

Don’t Let me Blow my Top! Class will be held on Wednes-

day, February 18th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Instructor: 

Hazel Griffith, Master Food Preserver. If you are afraid of 

pressure canning or have questions, let our expert with more 

than 40 years pressure canning experience show you how to 

safely can everything from asparagus to meat and tuna. She 

will answer all your questions. Cost is $5 per person. Class 

will be held at RCC/Belt Building, 24355 Redwood Hwy, 

Kerby. Pre-registration required. 

 

Master Gardener classes are on page 8 of this Newsletter. 

************************************************ 



 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 

THE MASTER GARDENER 

 

 

Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

FEBRUARY CLASSES 

All classes are held at the OSU Extension Auditorium at 215 Ringuette St., G.P. To register, call the Josephine 

County Extension Office, 541-476-6613. 

Naturalistic Bonsai class will be held on Wednesday, February 4 from 6 to 8 pm. Instructor: Rachel Winters, RCC 

Landscape Technology Instructor. In this class participant will learn how to plant and care for a bonsai with the empha-

sis on the trunk and maintaining healthy roots and soil. Pruning and shaping will also be shown as well as trees and 

shrubs that work well for bonsai. Cost is $5/MG Free with Badge. Pre-registration required. 

Selecting, Using & Caring for Garden Tools class will be held on Saturday, February 28 from 9am to 12pm. Instruc-

tor: Bob Denman, Red Pig Tools Owner. Session 1: Price is Not the Only Difference: How to tell a well-built tool 

from a bad one. How to choose tools suitable to your garden conditions, your body and your budget. Buying, renting or 

borrowing to get your money’s worth. Light tools versus heavy. Differences you can see and those you can’t. Session 

2: The Ergonomics of Garden Work: How to dig, rake, hoe, cultivate and prune without ruining your body. The right 

tools for the job. The right techniques for the tool. Warming up before working and stretching afterwards. Making 

gravity work for you. The King Herod principle of weeding. How reaching up can wear you down and looking up too 

long can kill you. Session 3: The Care and Feeding of Garden Tools: Tool sharpening, maintenance and repair. 

Sharpening in the field. Why tools break and how to repair them. Cost for all 3 sessions: $20/MG Free with Badge. 

Pre-registration required. Master Gardeners must register and wear badge. 

 

 


