
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  By Terry Ruiter, President 

APRONS AND VESTS 

It always amazes me how much our world seems to change from month to month to get to 

pretty much the same point year after year. The last few weeks we have been very grateful 

for the rain, but then watched the Rogue River go from 4,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) to 

40,000 cfs overnight and back to 8,000 cfs a day later. And with the water, the earth and its 

floral and faunal inhabitants survive! 

Many of us happened on the Rogue Valley and the climate somewhat by accident...and 

what a happy accident it is! Northern gardeners like me have been shocked and delighted to 

have crocus and daffodils in full flower in early February. What a midwinter treat that is! 

Southern gardeners find just enough cold to allow them to grow fruits and perennials they 

could only dream about in the past. Master Gardeners perhaps have more appreciation for 

these climatologically nuances that still come down to: It’s the Climate!!  

I hope you are aware of the beginning of classes for 2016. A schedule was provided in the 

last newsletter and it has new approaches to old topics and new instructors. Take advantage 

of this opportunity to get a new perspective on gardening. 

You also should have received the 2016 Seeds of Spring brochure. This year we have 38 

classes across four sessions on March 5th. They will be an interesting way to spend that 

first Saturday in March and get a mental start on your gardening season. 

In addition to the opportunities to continue your education, Master Gardeners have many 

opportunities to volunteer. The people who make up this organization are pretty terrific and 

the easiest way to meet them is to volunteer for a committee or activity. (Continued on page 4) 
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Attention Seniors - It’s time to order new aprons and vests if you are interested. Please 

contact Joan Foley or Susan Morrison. Their phone numbers are provided in the Direc-

tory. The deadline for this order is February 18th. Joan Foley will be at the BOD meeting 

on February 2nd or on any Thursday during the Master Gardeners class, prior to February 

18th. The cost of the apron is $21 and the vest cost depends on the size. You can call me 

for specifics on the vests. If you write a check please make it payable to Josephine County 

Master Gardener Association. If you bring cash it is helpful that you bring it in an enve-

lope with your name on the outside. Thank you,  Joan and Susan 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUMBLE BEE SURVEY 

There are a number of threats facing bumble bees including the spread of pests and diseases from commercial bumble 

bee rearing, habitat alteration, pesticides, low genetic diversity and climate change. In our area, the Franklin’s Bumble 

Bee is now thought to be extinct while the once common Western Bumble Bee has become a rarity. 

If you have an abundance of honeybees in your yard don’t become complacent. Bumble bees (BBs) are the most im-

portant of the native pollinators and are considered keystone species. This means that their demise would result in a 

cascade of multiple extinctions leading to the collapse of whole ecosystems. They are particularly critical for the polli-

nation of tomatoes, peppers and blueberries. Their ability to buzz pollinate has been shown to increase the yield of Sun-

gold tomatoes by 300%! 

BB queens are the first bees to emerge in the spring and are the only survivors of a once flourishing colony that num-

bered as many as 400+ bees the previous summer. BB queens are larger than the worker BBs you see in the summer 

and their ability to withstand cold means that they often emerge when there is little food available - not much pollen or 

nectar. 

Because of their importance, the Insect Working Group is conducting a survey to find out just how early BBs are 

emerging in our area. You will soon receive an email with a simple survey form asking you to report the date of your 

first sighting of a BB this spring. The survey will also ask you to provide the names of any plants that may be flower-

ing in your yard at that time. Copies of the survey will also be available in the Plant Clinic and a box will be available 

to collect the forms. 

If you find an inactive BB queen she may have run out of energy (a full meal of pollen and nectar only gives 40 min-

utes of flight time) and will likely die without supplemental feeding. Saturate a small piece of soft cotton with a solu-

tion of 30% sugar and 70% water placing it in a shallow bottle cap or lid. The saturating of the cloth is important be-

cause you don’t want the BB to get sticky.     (Continued on page 4) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox9@gmail.com 

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR AN-

NUAL MASTER GARDENER 

DUES YET??? 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  12/31/15 

Checking:        $7,731 

Savings:        $31,364 

CD:                 $3,614 

Total Assets:  $42,709  

Total Income: $748. This comes from Perennial Plant Sales, 

($292), and Member Sales, soil ($456). 

Total Expenses: $2,131. This comes from Plant Clinic Insect 

Supplies & Books ($233), Seeds of Spring ($176), Green-

house seeds & labels ($589), Administrative Items; Mentor 

Swingers & Calendars ($462), Chamber of Commerce Mem-

bership ($235),  Newsletter; Postage ($137) Printing ($67), 

Social; Goodies for Dec. General Meeting & Holiday Party 

($232).   

TREASURER’S REPORT     By John Etchells, Treasurer  

Share their bounty readily 

Teach others 

Unleash their green thumbs 

Value diversity in plants and people 

Water wisely 

Xeriscape to save water 

Yearn for gardening knowledge 

Zealously investigate for plant prob-

lems 

You might not hear often enough how 

much all of your efforts are appreci-

ated. Each one of you is important 

and contributes     (Continued on page 4)  

Compost & Companion plant 

Dig deep & Donate their time 

Evaluate pesticides carefully 

Fertilize sensibly 

Grow healthy greens 

Harness plant energy 

Ignite their imaginations 

Justify their passion for plants 

Keep on weeding 

Landscape with a purpose 

Manage manure 

Nurture native plants 

Organize potlucks 

Plant for aesthetics and edibility 

Quiet their minds in the garden 

Reap the rewards of their hard work  

The Master Gardener training is off 

and running and the new trainees ex-

pressed amazement at all they learned 

on the first day! The potluck is an in-

tegral part of the first day experience, 

and hearty thanks go to all of the vet-

erans who brought food and came by 

to meet and greet the Class of 2016. 

Special kudos to Karen Zoufal and 

several other Master Food Preservers 

for organizing the food and attending 

to the multitude of details needed for 

a successful potluck. 

Master Gardeners are busy people and 

give a lot to their community. I was 

sitting around one night and came up 

with ABC’s depicting some of the 

many activities we all pursue. I’m 

sure you can come up with even more 

ABC’s for Master Gardeners. I’d en-

joy hearing some of your ideas if you 

want to send them my way. Here is 

what I came up with so far: Master 

Gardeners… 

Accept garden imperfections 

Boost plant growth 

 

GARDEN PONDERINGS BY KAREN PLEASANT, MG COORDINATOR    

THE ABC’S OF MASTER 

GARDENERS! 
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Total 2015 income and expenses will be re-

ported at the Feb. General Meeting & in the 

next newsletter.                                                  

**These figures are based on reconciling 

checks and deposits to the 12/31/15 bank 

statements. 

**Reminder  - 2016 Dues are now due & pay-

able as of January 1, 2016 and are $20 per 

member. Please make checks payable to Jo. 

Co. Master Gardeners, NOT OSU EXTEN-

SION. You may mail checks to OSU Exten-

sion Office or drop off in Treasurer’s In Box. 

**Reminder #2- When shopping at the 

Grange Co-op &/or Fred Meyer Rewards Pro-

grams, don’t forget to have them credit your 

purchases to Jo.Co. Master Gardeners. 



 

 

   2016  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President .................................. Terry Ruiter 

1st Vice President ............... Jeffery Bellamy 

2nd Vice President ........... Diane Wickstrom 

Secretary................................... Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ...................... Linda Dean 

OMGA Alt. State Rep ................. Jim Porter 

Past President ............................ John Farias 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..John Etchells 

Green House Manager …….Peter Pernarelli 

Plant Clinic ........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ............... Terry Ruiter 

Communications ................... Brad Florance 

Spring Garden Fair………..Sybil Longinotti 

Newsletter Editor ......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman………….Breezy/Mark 

…………………………………..Schallheim 

Special Projects ................. Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian………………………..Nancy Pyle  

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market ........................ Hank Smith 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee………………Joan Foley 

Volunteer Hours .................. Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............Steve Schoen 

Webmaster................................  John Farias 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……….Cally Baker 

Membership……………………...Ruth Reel 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************ 

 Common sense is a flower that doesn’t 

grow in everyone’s garden. 

 The world is hugged by the faithful arms 

of volunteers. By Terri Guillemets 
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We have lots of both and would love to see more of our 

members. Your thoughts, ideas and muscle are invaluable. 

Please, think about what you would like to do and start by 

coming to the next board/general meeting on February 2nd 

at 9:30am in the Auditorium, or come to an evening class 

or Thursday Master Gardener training. I would love to 

meet you and we could use your help! 

*********************************************** 

(Continued from page 2 Bumble Bee Survey) 

Place this in front of the BB. If night is approaching bring 

the BB inside in a vented bottle. Again provide sugar water 

and release the BB in a sunny area in the morning. Re-

member the BB queen will reward you with 400+ daughter 

workers to pollinate your flowers and crops! Thank you in 

advance for participating in this Citizen Science Project. 

Judi Maxwell, Entomologist and Master Gardener 2013 

*********************************************** 

(Continued from page 3 Garden Ponderings) 

to making Josephine County a better place to live. Let’s 

make our 2016 motto as Master Gardeners “We make a 

difference!” as we continue working together to share our 

gardening knowledge with the residents of Josephine 

County. 

*********************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

ASANTE HOSPITAL HEALING GARDEN   

DIORAMA 

Approximately twelve years ago Master Gardeners helped 

design and install a healing garden on the third floor of the 

Asante Hospital. We no longer need or have room for the 

diorama that was created as part of the preparation for the 

garden. Please contact Karen Pleasant if you are interested 

in having the diorama. She would like to find a home for it 

by the middle of February. If you want to see the Healing 

Garden drop by the hospital and take the elevator to the 3rd 

floor (the stairs only go to the 2nd floor). You can view the 

beautiful garden and lovely statues through windows, but it 

isn’t accessible to visitors. 

 

(Continued from page 1 President’s Comments) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

YOUNG MASTER GARDENERS 

This month (January) we looked at how plants have 

adapted to live in difficult or unique environments. We 

learned that lichens are a symbiotic relationship be-

tween algae and fungus. Fungus cannot photosynthesize 

and so doesn’t make sugar. Algae can photosynthesize 

but needs protection from severe weather. The lichen 

formed in unlike either the fungus or algae. Carnivo-

rous plants have adapted to live in soil that has low lev-

els of nitrogen and phosphorus. They are able to photo-

synthesize but still need minerals. They get their needed 

minerals from insects and spiders. And there are plants 

that don’t make chlorophyll and so can’t perform pho-

tosynthesis. They use other means to get food - sugars. 

Some are parasites like Mistletoe that use another 

plant’s energy and harm the plant. Some are sapro-

phytes - plants that live off of dead or decaying plants. 

We had several kids earn new books from giving re-

ports about growing plants or reading an educational 

book. We looked at several types of moss under the 

microscope. There was a demonstration about making 

terrariums and how to decorate them. The kids looked 

at all the different types of moss and galls with hand 

held microscopes. We watched two uTube videos. We 

had tri-folds and handouts about lichen. What if you 

couldn’t make chlorophyll and What are Galls? The 

kids then planted Chamomile plugs and Viola plugs. 

We all learned something new and had a good time, 

too. 

Co-written: Cally Baker and Mary Florance 

******************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Happy Birthday to Hank Smith (4), Marguerite 

Damewood (7), Mary Cotton/Linda Friebus (13). 
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PERENNIAL MUSINGS 

On January 12, in true Southern Oregon pouring down rain 

fashion, the Perennial Greenhouse officially opened its door 

to usher in the 2016 season. It wasn’t long before a dozen 

slightly damp dedicated senior Master Gardeners arrived to 

help us. We were able to stay mostly dry as we hunkered 

inside and planted numerous 2 gallon mixed bulb pots, 

which we will sell at the Spring Garden Fair. One group was 

delicately trimming the wilted winter foliage, while another 

took cuttings of female holly (yes, the ones with the berries) 

as Cherri Lynch chipped away on some decayed logs which 

will be planted and used for our raffle. 

Please remember that we will be accepting donations from 

now on. This is our busy transplanting and dividing season. 

We request that you bring your specimens early on Tuesday 

mornings because we are only here for 2 hours, or make 

prior arrangements with either Jean Kitchen or Joan Foley. 

All seniors are welcome to come on any Tuesday to help us 

from 9am to 11am. No pre-call is necessary. Just dress for 

the occasion and expect all kinds of weather. Last year it 

was the cold and this year will be the rain and maybe cold as 

well. Adopt the 31 principle of greenhouse fashion - layer, 

layer, layer. Bring your tiny scissors, pruners and gloves if 

you prefer to use them and expect to get dirty. 

We still have an ample supply of bulbs that need to find a 

good home. They are currently at half price. You can pur-

chase them on Tuesdays from 9-11 or Thursday at 12 noon 

when the Master Gardener class is breaking for lunch. If you 

don’t have cash we accept checks made out to Josephine 

County Master Gardeners. We want to make it easy for you. 

There are daffodils, tulips, crocus hyacinths, etc. Quite a 

good selection remains. 

We now have a brand new “compost chalet”, courtesy of 

Hank Smith. This new compost container is located adjacent 

to the storage shed behind the auditorium. This container 

will allow us greater accessibility to the compost. Please 

give him a huge “shout out” when you see him. 

We are looking forward to an exciting year. Come one and 

come all. Once the students finish their classes they are wel-

come to join us and earn volunteer hours. Happy planting. 

  Jean and Joan, AKA J & J 
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2016 OSU MASTER FOOD               

PRESERVER COURSE 

Orientation - February 24, 2016, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Classes Start March 8 - 9:00 to 4:00 pm 

OSU Extension Auditorium, 215 Ringuette St., GP 

Cost: $170 - Applications Available January, 2016 

Pre-Registration Required 541-476-6613 

Instructors: Certified Food Preservers from Josephine 

and Jackson Counties 

We invite you to a nine class learning adventure in the 

food preservation arts. Along the way student trainees 

learn how to prepare garden produce for preserving, the 

ins and outs of food preservation equipment, how to wa-

ter bath and pressure can safely and efficiently, as well 

as a host of other skills! Food safety and nutrition are 

both emphasized. Kitchen labs give students opportuni-

ties to practice learned skills under qualified supervision 

to gain confidence. Classes are held at the Josephine 

County Extension Auditorium and start Tuesday March 

8, 15, 22, 29, April 12, 19, 26th & May 10th. Classes 

will be held at 9 to 4 pm with two Saturday Labs (March 

19 & April 2, 9 - 3 pm). Cost is $145 + $30 for the man-

ual and 48 volunteer educational service hours.  

For general questions contact: Debi Ashton 541-441-

2477 . 

********************************************* 

NEW CLASS 

Fruit Tree Pruning Clinic class will be held on Satur-

day, February 13th from 9 - Noon. Instructor is Phil 

Damewood, Master Gardener. Outdoor demonstration 

and practice in pruning fruit trees, so dress for the 

weather. Bring your own pruning shears and work 

gloves. Cost: $15/free to MGs with badge. Limit 20 par-

ticipants. Pre-registration required. Location of class 

will be provided upon registration. (Class of 2016 train-

ees please note that fruit tree pruning will be covered 

in your MG training Class on Saturday, February 

20). 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEEDS OF SPRING 

The 27th annual Seeds of Spring Garden Seminar 

will be held at Rogue Community College, 3345 

Redwood Hwy, in Grants Pass on March 5th. There 

will be four sessions with choices of 38 classes. 

Registration is open now and will close on February 

25th. The cost is $25 for the event. Contact Rogue 

Community College for registration or obtain addi-

tional information on this event by visiting the Mas-

ter Gardener website at 

http://www.jocomastergardener.com or by stopping 

by the OSU Josephine County Extension Office. 

****************************************** 

SPRING GARDEN FAIR 

This year the Josephine County Master Gardener 

annual plant sale will be held the weekend of Satur-

day, April 23 from 9 am to 4 pm and Sunday, April 

24 from 10 am to 4 pm at the OSU Extension Jose-

phine County property on 215 Ringuette Street in 

Grants Pass. There will be annual and perennial 

plants for sale, cultivated by Master Gardener stu-

dents, as well as a selection of trees and shrubs. 

Look for additional information at the Master Gar-

dener website: http://www.jocomastergardener.com 

****************************************** 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

9:30, MG 

Meeting 

Groundhog 

Day 

3 4 

 

 

Class 

5 6 

7 8 9 

9-11 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

10 

 

Ash   

Wednesday 

11 
 

 

Class 

12 13 

9-noon 

Fruit Tree 

Pruning 

Class 

14 

 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 

 

President’s 

Day  

16 

9-11 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

17 18 

 

 

Class 

19 20Class 

Workshop: 

Pruning 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 22 23 

9-11 

Perennial 

Tuesday 

24 25 

 

 

Class 

26 27 

28 29      

February 2016 



 

 

OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 
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Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

NEVER FAIL FUDGE  Submitted by Mary Florance. MG 2015 

Ingredients: 

4+1/2 cups sugar    2 tsp. vanilla 

1 can evaporated milk 12 oz.   1/2 lb. butter, softened 

3 bags of semi-sweet chips   2 cups chopped walnuts, optional 

1 pint marshmallow crème 8 oz. 

Use a large heavy duty Teflon pan. I like to use an 8 qt. stockpot. Spray the insides and walls of the pan with nonstick 

spray. Stir the sugar and milk together in the pan thoroughly. Bring to a boil...keep an eye on it. When it rises from the 

boil, reduce heat to medium low. STIR OFTEN. Keep the heat low enough to keep boiling but not sticking. Boil on 

low heat for 11 minutes. 

In a large mixing bowl place butter (softened), marshmallow crème, & vanilla. After first mixture has boiled, pour over 

second mixture, STIR WELL. Add nut, if desired. Grease a large glass pan with butter. Pour fudge in pan. Let harden. 

Cut into squares. Enjoy! 

Hint: I like to use two glass pans, one for fudge without nuts & one for fudge with nuts. In the horse world, we would 

label them gelding and stallion. 

Hint: We keep our fudge in the freezer. It defrosts quickly at room temperature. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


