
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  By John Farias, President 

SPRING GARDEN FAIR 

As I looked back over my recent articles, I was concerned that my stories were not infor-

mative enough for my fellow gardeners. However, I was approached by several male mem-

bers who said to “keep them coming; you’re making me look good to my wife.” I also re-

ceived comments from female members who collectively said my stories made them feel 

better about their choices of husbands. So here comes my next tale, “The Ghost in the 

Lawn”. 

Carolyn and I, with cups of coffee in hand, walked the yard on a beautiful summer day. We 

both came to a bone jarring stop, each spilling our coffees, when we saw 132 distinctive 

brown spots in our lawn. The dead spots were about a foot long and in a straight line except 

for where they circled a large oak tree in the middle of the yard. There could only be two 

reasons for the spots: 1) every dog in my neighborhood met in my yard, formed a straight 

line and then all at once relieved themselves. Knowing the dogs in my neighborhood are 

not that well organized, I quickly tossed that theory. So, answer 2) had to be that we had a 

ghost. I came to that conclusion because each dead spot was identical and in the shape of 

either a right or left shoe (size 12). In addition they were perfectly spaced like they would 

be for an average height man taking a casual stroll through the grass. 

A certain class instructor, who is not a fan of lawns, came to mind that might be the culprit. 

But he is alive and well and teaching in the immediate future so the ghost went unidenti-

fied. Now I had a couple of options for unraveling the mystery: call in the Ghost Busters or 

a psychic who can talk to spirits. Carolyn mumbled something under her breath about my 

sanity again. So I decided to retrace the footprints to their origin;  (Continued on page 4) 
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The 2015 Annual Spring Garden Fair will be held on Saturday, April 25th from 9 

to 5 and Sunday, April 26th from 10 to 4. There will be Master Gardener plant 

sales and the Plant Clinic, soil & water testing booth, garden-related vendors, 4-H 

compost sales and raffles hourly. 

It will be held at the OSU Extension Grounds, 215 Ringuette Street in Grants Pass. 

Free Admission!  Free Parking!  No Animals, Please! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ANNUAL APPRECIATION LUNCH BBQ AND AUCTION 

 

Think about coming to a free thank you barbeque and auction to help celebrate the completion of the Spring Garden 

Fair. It will be on Sunday, May 3rd, starting at noon at the Extension Auditorium. As in the past we supply the ham-

burgers, hot dogs and soft drinks. Charlie will bring the Char-Bob. You bring a salad or dessert to share and any garden 

related thing you have lying around and wish to donate to the auction. They will auction off any left over plants, your 

donated items, any stray children and anything else not nailed down. Proceeds to back in the kitty for next year’s ac-

tivities. 

Please wear your badge and see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______ 

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox@grantspass.com  

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

E-mail change: Pauline Dunn,                                   

paulinedunn0209@gmail.com, Linda Daly, 

tchum2@aol.com, Nancy Scheffel,                   
RNscheffel@gmail.com. Phone #’s: Rosemary Eichorn, 

831-345-5221, Katie Economou, 224-595-6191. 

 

  

 
 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  3/31/15 

Checking:      $18,883 

Savings:         $21,356 

CD:                $3,611 

Total Assets:  $43,850  

Total Income: $9,704. This comes from Garden Guide Sales 

($65), SGF; Booth Rents ($430), SOS; Registration Fees 

($2,988), Food sales ($125), Donations ($11), 2015 Dues 

($360), Perennial Sales ($2,515), Tree Sales ($777), Planner 

Sales ($5), Class 2015 T-shirt sales ($2,094), Vest sales 

($110), G.H.; Soil Sales ($224). 

Total Expenses: $8,763. This comes from Plant Clinic Furni-

ture ($935), Stamps ($49), Garden Guides Inventory ($930),  

SOS; Ads ($282) Supplies ($352), Food sale supplies ($95), 

TREASURER’S REPORT     By Julie Kaszuba, Treasurer  

friend, “Dr. Joe, PhD” - Professional 

Hole Digger.” 

In the end, it was decided to replace 

the trees with new ones. After all, you 

can never waste a good hole. 

old trees! Yes, they were scruffy look-

ing but they had character! Now he 

was in the doghouse! You know, the 

one in the sky! 

Of course, we had to give the poor hus-

band some encouragement and advice 

on what to do with those huge holes. 

How about a gravesite for both of 

them, or just one for her? What about a 

graveyard for the dogs? What about a 

mini-pond? How about a fire pit? It 

would be great with Adirondack chairs 

all around it and they could roast hot 

dogs and marshmallows! My hubby 

offered his Adirondack chair pattern so 

our friend could build them. We even 

offered used bricks we had lying 

around our place. We later teased him 

about coming home to live with us - 

we had a new room - a new little shed 

just big enough for a cot! All of these 

ideas just fell on deaf ears - you know - 

the type of hearing some husband’s 

have for their wives - they only hear in 

someone else’s octave? Later, hubby 

and I both agreed it was lucky for him 

that she was even speaking to him. 

By the way, we’ve since dubbed our 

A couple of years ago my neighbor 

had several holes all over her yard due 

to removing shrubs she no longer 

wanted. I teased her about multiple 

“gravesites” and whom she was going 

to “plant” in each hole. She just 

laughed and replied, “you can never 

waste a good hole.” 

This week hubby and I had the oppor-

tunity to visit with friends. As we 

drove through the gate there were two 

large holes to the left of the driveway. 

Our friend was standing there by the 

holes so we yelled out to him, 

“what’re ya’ doin’ digging “your own  

grave?” We were laughing and he just 

gave us a dirty look and I’m sure if he 

could reach us, we would’ve gotten 

swats to the shoulders. His wife had 

told us earlier that his “honey-do” was 

to prune the old crabapple trees. Well, 

several hours later he was done! He 

cut those puppies right to the ground 

and beyond. When his wife went out-

side later she thought the “orchard” 

looked a bit bare. Oh! No! He not 

only “PRUNED” those trees he dug 

both of them out! Forty to fifty-year-

 

YOU CAN NEVER WASTE A GOOD HOLE Submitted by Nancy Pyle, 2015 Trainee   

NEVER WASTE A GOOD 

HOLE! 
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G.H.; Supplies ($180),Perennials G.H; Soil 

($70) Supplies ($212), Tree soil ($35), Tree 

Cloth ($143), 2015 T-shirt Order pmt 

($2,191),2015 OMGA State Dues, ($1,729), 

Computer Ext. Cord ($19), Annual Copy Fee 

($400), K-12 ($119), YMG; ($82), Newslet-

ter; Postage ($34), Printing ($17), Web Page 

($72), 2015 Directory; Postage $126), Printing 

($173),OMGA Rep Travel Mileage ($329),  

Lodging/Food ($189).                                                             

**These figures are based on reconciling 

checks and deposits to the 3/31/15 bank state-

ments. 

**Reminder - When shopping at the Grange 

Co-op & Fred Meyer Reward Programs, don’t 

forget to have them credit your purchase to us.  



 

 

   2015  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President ................................... John Farias 

1st Vice President .............. Charlie Newsom 

2nd Vice President .................. John Etchells 

Secretary .................................. Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ......................Guy Young 

OMGA Alt. State Rep........ Candace Bartow 

Past President ...................... Peter Pernarelli 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..Julie Kaszuba 

Green House Managers ……..Tracey Raggi/ 

 ....................................... Deborrah Dunham 

Plant Clinic........................ Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ............... Terry Ruiter 

Communications ..................... Steve Schoen 

Spring Garden Fair………..Charlie Newsom 

Newsletter Editor ......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman ................ Bob Wilson 

Special Projects ................. Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian……Carolyn Farias/Nancy Scheffel  

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market........... Peter/Lori Pernarelli 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee…………Lori Pernarelli 

Paint Your Heart Out ......... Sybil Longinotti 

Volunteer Hours .................. Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............ Steve Schoen 

Webmaster ...............................  John Farias 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……...Ruta Warren 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 

************************************************** 

 

      Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1 President’s Comments) 

it was my gravel driveway which I had sprayed with an her-

bicide three days before. Carolyn, with a huge smile on her 

face said, “I found the bug, I mean ghost. It’s you….again.” 

Another lesson learned about working with chemicals. Next 

month: “Baxter the Sneezing Squirrel” * * * 

I want to congratulate all of this year’s students for com-

pleting your classes. I encourage each of you to work with 

your mentor for the remainder of the year to complete your 

volunteer hours while making the experiences enjoyable 

ones. Thanks to Lori Pernarelli and her ten mentors; Lucy 

Chambers, Barbara Reavis, Charlie Newsom and Mike 

Becker for all their help with setting up the classroom each 

Thursday; and Bob Wilson for all of the hospitality work he 

provided. 

This year’s Spring Perennial sale set a sales record. Joan 

Foley, Jean Kitchen and their team provided a collection of 

plants that sold as quickly as they were displayed. Also Al 

Cook, Sandy Stephens and Craig Ingram provided an excel-

lent selection of trees. Thanks to all that made this sale such 

a success.  

Kudos to all who worked the Fuchsia Planting Day at Fred 

Meyer. Valerie Barrette did an excellent job coordinating the 

function and everyone contributed wonderfully by filling 

containers, planting, and providing helpful gardening hints 

and tips. Customers often commented this was their favorite 

day of the year and you made it possible. 

Our next major activity is the Spring Garden Fair. Charlie 

Newsom and his crew leaders are doing a great job planning 

our largest event. He even promised sunny weather for both 

Saturday and Sunday. It’s not too late to volunteer, so call 

Charlie if you haven’t already signed up...we will find some-

thing for you to do. Plus, don’t forget about the BBQ and 

Auction on the following Sunday, May 3rd. 

************************************************ 



 

 

GREENHOUSE NEWS 

 

Another month - the final month, has passed at the 

greenhouse. The plants are ready for sale and looking 

fairly healthy. Despite the little bumps in the road as we 

have gone through the season, we are ready for Spring 

Garden Sale. Our petunias, bacopa and calibrachoa 

have come through nicely. This year the greenhouse 

worked with Jean Kitchen in perennials to start new 

perennial plants and provided broccoli, cauliflower and 

cabbage for the Seeds to Supper and the school pro-

grams. It was a pleasure to work with other programs. 

Many thanks to the great folks that helped mentor our 

students - Pat Siler, Steve Schoen, Craig and Pattye 

Ingram, David Coon, John and Carolyn Farias, Mike 

and Judy Anzalone, Jean Kitchen, Kim Barnes, Bryan 

Coulter, Jan Quintens, Wanda Babcock, Dianne Jack-

son, John and Pat Etchells, Stan Bryant, Vicki Willis, 

Pat Lydic, Terry Ruiter, Jim and JoAn McManus, Mark 

and Breezy Schallheim, Barb Jackson, Pattie Coleman, 

and probably some that I have missed. The Seniors and 

Mentors were amazing this year! Thank you for all of 

the hard work.  

  Tracey and Deb Dunham 

******************************************** 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Happy Birthday to Gordon Hoefer (7), Angie Bifano-

Sokol (8), Marlene Ryther (11), Joan Foley (15), Craig 

Ingram and Cher Boyer (16), Pam Barnett (23), Donna 

Griffith and Jeana Schorr (25), Ruth Reel (27), Karren 

Striplin (28), Sybil Longinotti (31).  
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PERENNIAL MUSINGS 

 

The perennial staff want to congratulate all the students who 

have completed the initial part of their program. Now it’s the 

time that you can relax a bit and concentrate on completing 

your volunteer hours. We want to offer you an opportunity 

to earn more hours by joining us on Tuesday mornings from 

9am to 11am. The 2 hours go by quickly and there is always 

something to do to satisfy the horticulture genius that lies 

within. Just to keep you updated, the perennial greenhouse 

continues to operate throughout the year and you are now 

able to join us. Please keep in mind if you find yourself 

needing additional hours we are here for you. There is no 

need to call ahead, just bring your badge and come and join 

us. 

The two J’s are submitting a “wish list” of plants that have 

been favorites with our customers. If you have any of these 

plants we would welcome your donation of Aloe, Hellebores 

(LENTEN ROSE), sedums of all kinds, Pulmonaria 

(LUNGWORT), Bergenia, Ferns, Hostas, Peonies, or any 

other specimen that you feel is special in your garden, some-

thing that you enjoy, and would be willing to share with oth-

ers. We are especially eager to accept unusual and colorful 

varieties. The drop off time is on Tuesday mornings at 9am, 

unless previously arranged with one of us. We have become 

skillfully proficient at dicing and slicing, pulling and tug-

ging, and teaching and laughing, as we divide your dona-

tions. It’s a real joy and an educational perk to watch some-

one “dig in” for the first time. 

By the time you read this our Spring Garden Fair will have 

passed but we will update our success in next month’s news-

letter. Thank you to everyone who has been so willing to 

help make this such a successful and inspiring program. 

  Jean Kitchen and Joan Foley aka J & J 

************************************************ 
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Advice from a Butterfly 

Let your true colors show 

Get out of your cocoon 

Take yourself lightly 

Look for the sweetness in life 

Take time to smell the flowers 

Catch a breeze 

We can’t all be monarchs! 

                        `by Ilan Shamir 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 3    Noon - BBQ & Auction Party 

May 5   9:30 MG Meeting 

May 8   Carrots and Tomatoes class  

May 9   Jams & Jellies class 

May 13 Gardening with Kids class  

May 14  Moo-ve over Process Cheese class  

May 16  Canning Fruit class     

May 20 Newsletter Deadline 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Master Gardener classes on page 8 of this Newsletter. 

********************************************* 

YOUNG MASTER GARDENERS 

 

Young Master Gardeners can say things in a nutshell. 

Our monthly topic was on plants for pollinators. First, 

we asked some questions about pollen and why it was 

important. Here are some of their answers. 

Answer from a YMG’er: “Pollen is the stuff from the 

inside of a flower and it gets put into the inside of an-

other flower.” How many of us really know more than 

that? 

Here is the winning YMG answer for why pollination is 

important. “Well, you have to understand, first of all, 

that tomatoes are important. So, without pollination we 

wouldn’t have tomatoes. And then...what WOULD we 

do without pizza?” All of us understood that logic and 

no more discussion was necessary. 

Thanks to all the Young Master Gardener volunteers 

who cut specimens and brought their potted plants to 

show what pollinators preferred. We had thirty varieties 

so it was definitely a party for learning about pollina-

tors! 

Painted lady butterfly caterpillars are growing and will 

soon make their chrysalids. Stop by the Grants Pas Li-

brary and you can see them on the middle book shelf in 

the children’s section. 

 

 

 

 

MASTER FOOD PRESERVERS           

MAY CLASSES 

Food Preservation Mini Series, Limit is 20 people. $70 for 

full 4 class series or $20 each class. Pre-payment required to 

reserve space. OSU Josephine County Auditorium. 

Class 1 - Jams & Jellies, Dehydration. Saturday, May 9th 

from 9am to 3pm - Limit 20 people. Pre-payment required to 

reserve space, OSU Josephine County Auditorium. 

Class 2 - Canning Fruit; Freezing Fruit, Vegetables, Meat & 

Fish; Flavored Vinegars class will be held on Saturday, May 

16th from 9am to 3pm - Limit 20 people $20. Prepayment 

required to reserve space, OSU Josephine County Audito-

rium. 

Class 3 and 4 will be held in June. 

 

Moo-ve over Processed Cheese class will be held on Thurs-

day, May 14th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm - RCC/Belt Building 

24353 Redwood Hwy in Kerby. Cost: $5. 

************************************************ 

GREAT STUFF 

Will Rogers’ sayings have gone down in history for a good 

reason. Simple but brilliant and full of truths! Here are some 

of them. Enjoy! 

 Never slap a man who’s chewing tobacco. 

 Never kick a cow chip on a hot day. 

 There are two theories to arguing with a 

woman...Neither works. 

 Never miss a good chance to shut up. 

 Always drink upstream from the herd. 

 There are three kinds of men: The ones that learn by 

reading. The few who learn by observation. The rest of 

them have to pee on the electric fence and find out for 

themselves. 

 Good judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that 

comes from bad judgment. 

 Lettin’ the cat outta the bag is a whole lot easier ‘n put-

ting it back. 

 If you’re riding ahead of the herd, take a look back 

every now and then to make sure it’s still there. 

 



 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 

THE MASTER GARDENER 

 

 

Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

MAY  CLASSES 

 

All classes are held at the OSU Extension Auditorium at 215 Ringuette St., G.P. To register, call the Josephine 

County Extension Office, 541-476-6613. 

Carrots and Tomatoes (Companion Planting ) class will be held on Friday, May 8th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Instruc-

tor is Pattie Coleman, Master Gardener. In this class you will learn the basics of companion gardening and inter-

planting. Crop rotation, weed management, controlling pests (bad bugs) and inviting beneficials (good bugs) to the 

companion garden will be covered. Did you know that petunias make corn sweeter or that carrots love tomatoes? Cost: 

$5/MG free with badge. Pre-registration is required. 

Gardening with Kids class will be held on Wednesday, May 13th from 6 to 8 pm. Instructor is Tracey Raggi, Master 

Gardener. Get your kids unhooked, unplugged and out of the house! After explaining the benefits of getting kids out-

side, this class will give parents and caregivers ideas on how to get kids out of doors and being kids. Cost: $5/MG free 

with Badge. Pre-registration is required. 

 

 

 

 


