
 

 

 PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS  By John Farias, President 

RADIO TALK SHOW 

I have always felt that we do not recognize enough all of our members for their incredible 

contributions through the year because each October we only present three major awards. 

And there always are a dozen or two deserving members who should win an award based 

on their individual contributions. But I can only pick one for each category. This year at 

our Awards Banquet I chose to augment the awards presented and added what I call the 

President’s awards. Even with these additional awards, there are still too many members 

that go unrecognized and for that I thank each and every one of you. I encourage all of you 

to thank your team members or project leaders or those that just silently jump in to help. If 

you weren’t able to attend our Awards Banquet, here are the President’s Award recipients 

for 2015. 

Terry Baker  Honorary Member from the first Josephine County Master       

   Gardener Training Program, 1979 

Colleen Silkwood Honorary Member from the first Josephine County Master  

   Gardener Training Program, 1979 

Lorraine Elam  Honorary Member from the first Josephine County Master  

   Gardener Training Program, 1979 

Linda Dean  Twenty Years of Service 

Pauline Dunn  Twenty Years of Service 

Oscarlee Fenton  Twenty Years of Service   (Continued on page 4) 
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THE MASTER GARDENER™     

Hey MGs! We have a voice, KAJO AM 1270. Each Wednesday at 12:50 we have 5 min-

utes to discuss gardening topics. The segments are taped once a month so it’s pretty easy 

to breeze in and chat for 5 minutes on your favorite subject. E-mail me to let me know 

what you would like to talk about. Any and all subjects are welcome. I’m using the Gar-

den Guide for the Rogue Valley as a basic guideline, so come on down! Tapings are in 

town at the KAJO/KLDR studio. It’s fun and we can spread the word! Karen did the ini-

tial tapings discussing the MG program and I did the last few for this month discussing 

cover crops, bulbs, cleaning the garden, etc. jeanae@msn.com       Jeana Schorr 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL GARDEN NEWS 

They say, “Build it and they will come”, and they came every week squealing with delight to see worms, bugs and 

seedlings all while getting their hands dirty digging in the dirt. The school garden at Highland Elementary is a delight-

ful addition to the school. There is no question that encouraging the younger generation to practice horticulture and 

stewardship of the land is beneficial. The garden now includes a greenhouse thanks largely to local donations* and the 

dedication of Master Gardener’s, Mike and Diane Smith. The Smiths are no strangers to Highland as four of their 

grandchildren attend the school. The garden is open once a week implanting an interest in routine garden works with an 

acquaintance of growing plants. It is the Master Gardeners organization coupled with the vitality of its members that 

have taken hold of school gardens with many lessons from planting seeds in spring to identifying red wigglers and con-

necting the importance of the seasons to the garden. North Middle School is working on extending the gardens at High-

land allowing middle school students to practice their gardening interest as well. 

The school garden movement started some 80 years ago with over 100,000 school gardens in Europe. School gardens 

in this country is becoming widespread and continue to receive an increasing share of public attention both state and 

nationally as more grants are becoming available to help fund supplies. Growing in the school garden gives students 

many “garden to cafeteria” treats. Plus, it is really cool for kids to see what broccoli, beets and cauliflower look like in 

real time. You can help be a part of the school garden at your school! The number of students in the garden depends on 

the number of adults volunteering for the day. To allow more students to participate, parents must register to volunteer 

once a week for two hours. The garden is supervised by the Master Gardener at each site. For more information; con-

tact Diane Smith 541-218-2148. The Highland School Garden is open on Monday between 11:00 - 1:30. *Special 

Thanks to the following businesses for donations to the greenhouse: Diamond, Southern Oregon Compost, Copeland, 

Grants Pass Rental, Evergreen Nursery, Home Depot and many parents, Master Gardeners and volunteers from the 

“Support Grants Pass” group.  Submitted by Pamela Zaklan, MG, 541-226-2165 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Please submit notices and articles to the editor,  Ruth 

Reel. 

You can always e-mail to the editor:  

reelsox@grantspass.com  

Or mail to: 3990 Galice Rd., Merlin, OR  97532. 

Or  call at: 541-479-7702 

Please let the editor know if you have changed 

your address, phone # or e-mail address. 

 

New address for Pat Siler: 221 Bolt View Rd, GP, 97527 

phone # & email are staying the same. 

EDITOR NOTES  STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Information provided by the Josephine County Master Gar-

dener Newsletter is accurate to the best of our knowledge.  

However, readers must assume all responsibility for their own 

actions based on information found in this publication.  If, and 

when, a company or product is named in an article, it is not an 

endorsement from the Master Gardeners, Josephine County, or 

the OSU Extension Service.  Alternate gardening methods are 

sometimes presented for your information and consideration, 

but they are not necessarily the only approach to gardening 

problems. 

************************************************** 

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational pro-

grams, activities and materials without discrimination based on race, 

color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital 

status, disability and disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. 

Oregon State University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. OSU Extension programs will provide reasonable accom-

modations to persons with physical or mental disabilities. If you need 

particular accommodations, please call our Extension Office at (541) 

476-6613 at least 3 weeks prior to the event. 
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Cash and savings totals: As of  9/30/15 

Checking:      $26,255 

Savings:         $21,361 

CD:                $3,613 

Total Assets:  $51,229  

Total Income: $1,952. This comes from Garden Guide Sales 

($40), Donations; OMGA Award to MG Coordinator ($500), 

Co. Fair Premiums donated back ($57), Perennial Plant Sale 

($1,355). 

Total Expenses: $1,327. This comes from Plant Clinic; Ref. 

Book ($78), Stamps ($49), insect supplies ($38), Co. Fair 

supplies ($138), Frames ($30), Election ballots, postage & 

envelopes ($118), supplies ($90), Donations to community: 

Purchase of El Mo Reader for MG Coordinator ($500), 

TREASURER’S REPORT     By Julie Kaszuba, Treasurer  

home to Oregon. 

There were several outstanding key-

note speakers during the conference. 

One of my favorites was J (his actual 

name!) Schwanke, an amazing 4th 

generation florist and flower arrang-

ing expert. Flowers are powerful and 

provide color, fragrance, and beauty 

to our lives. J was very entertaining 

and knowledgeable as he gave dem-

onstrations showing how to create 

unique flower displays, including 

European stand up bouquets, Tulips 

on the Bulb, and Ultimate all foliage 

bouquets. Here are a few of my favor-

ite flower care tips from him: cut 

flowers in the early morning and cut 

them at a 45° angle; flower food ex-

tends the vase life of flowers by 26%;    
  (Continued on page 5) 

ence. 

The unique American Heartland ex-

perience of walking through a tallgrass 

prairie that reached to the sky way over 

my head, as I thought of the pioneer 

women walking for miles through 

these prairies in long skirts, is a favor-

ite memory of my time in 

Iowa/Nebraska. Once the prairies cov-

ered most of Iowa and today there is 

less than 1% in tallgrass prairie left. 

The prairies gave way to farmer’s 

fields and currently Iowa is the na-

tion’s largest producer of corn and 

ethanol (1/3 of corn used for this), a 

major producer of soybeans, and agri-

cultural crops cover 60% of the state. 

Another distinctive Midwest experi-

ence for me was camping out during a 

major thunderstorm with lightning cir-

cling and thunder rumbling around me 

for hours. Bang! Boom! Clap! Over 

nine inches of rain fell in a period of 

about twelve hours (a new record 

there) resulting in school closures and 

flash flood warnings. Definitely an 

unforgettable experience! I wish I 

could have brought some of the rain 

In late September I attended the Inter-

national Master Gardener Conference 

in Council Bluffs, the major city of 

SW Iowa on the eastern bank of the 

Missouri River across from Omaha, 

Nebraska. Iowa is a land of corn, soy-

beans, and very friendly people and 

the birthplace of ecologist Aldo Leo-

pold and plant scientist George Wash-

ington Carver. Over 750 Master Gar-

deners from thirty-nine states and two 

foreign countries (Canada and South 

Korea) attended the international 

event. The conference was a net-

working paradise and I talked exten-

sively with MG Coordinators from 

many states. I participated in the Pro-

fessional Development track (program 

management, volunteer retention, re-

solving conflict and so on) and came 

home inspired and with my head full 

of so many great ideas that I know our 

Master Gardener program will benefit 

from in the future. The diversity of 

participants and array of activities 

inherent in a conference of this caliber 

is swaggering. The following are 

some of my highlights of the confer-

 

GARDEN PONDERINGS BY KAREN PLEASANT, MG COORDINATOR    

HORTICULTURAL 

HORIZONS IN THE 

HEARTLAND 
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YMG supplies ($80), Newsletter: Postage 

($34), Printing ($17), Supplies ($155).                                                     

**These figures are based on reconciling 

checks and deposits to the 9/30/15 bank state-

ments. 

**Reminder #1 - Mark your calendars. 2016 

Dues will be coming due 1/1/16 and will be 

$20 per member. 

**Reminder #2- When shopping at the 

Grange Co-op & Fred Meyer Reward Pro-

grams, don’t forget to have them credit your 

purchases to Jo.Co. MGA. 

 

 

 



 

 

   2015  ELECTED OFFICERS 

President ..................................... John Farias 

1st Vice President .............. Charlie Newsom 

2nd Vice President ................... John Etchells 

Secretary .................................... Pat Etchells 

OMGA State Rep ...................... Guy Young 

OMGA Alt. State Rep ........ Candace Bartow 

Past President ...................... Peter Pernarelli 

APPOINTED COORDINATORS 

Treasurer……………………..Julie Kaszuba 

Green House Managers ……..Tracey Raggi/ 

 ........................................ Deborrah Dunham 

Plant Clinic ......................... Wilma Christian 

SOS Garden Seminar ................ Terry Ruiter 

Communications ...................... Steve Schoen 

Spring Garden Fair………..Charlie Newsom 

Newsletter Editor .......................... Ruth Reel 

Hospitality Chairman ................ Bob Wilson 

Special Projects .................. Sybil Longinotti 

Publicity…………………………...Art Reel 

Historian……Carolyn Farias/Nancy Scheffel  

County Fair……………….Charlie Newsom  

Growers Market ............Peter/Lori Pernarelli 

K-12 Program…………………..Lilly Pattee 

Mentor Committee…………Lori Pernarelli 

Paint Your Heart Out .......... Sybil Longinotti 

Volunteer Hours ................... Karen Pleasant 

Computer Coordinator ............. Steve Schoen 

Webmaster .................................  John Farias 

Perennials …………Jean Kitchen/Joan Foley 

Young Master Gardeners……...Ruta Warren 

Membership……………………...Ruth Reel 

Master Gardener Coord……..Karen Pleasant 
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(Continued from page 1 President’s Comments) 

John Etchells  Master Gardener of the Year 

Lesley Orr  Behind the Scenes 

Terry Ruiter  Volunteer of the Year 

Hank Smith  Volunteer of the Year 

Pete & Lori Pernarelli Five Year Award for continuous 

   outstanding contributions 

Julie Kaszuba  10 years of service as Treasurer 

Wilma Christian Over 1,000 volunteer hours in 2015 

Steven Schoen  Communications and Computer  

   Consultant 

Bob Wilson  Hospitality Chairperson 

Michael Ann Zerwer Educational Instructor 

Dr. Judi Maxwell Plant Clinic 

Barbara Larson  Beautification of Grounds 

Joanne Williams Education & Community Programs 

Lillian Radbourne County Fair  

Pamela Zaklan  County Fair 

Ida Toro  Spring Garden Fair 

Debi Ashton  K Through 12 

Diane Smith  K Through 12 

Cally Baker  Young Master Gardeners 

Megan Beasley  Young Master Gardeners 

Linda Cochran  Young Master Gardeners 

Loree Arthur  Seeds of Spring 

Byron Coulter  Seeds of Spring 

Jean Kitchen  Perennials 

Joan Foley  Perennials 

Judy Anzalone  Perennials 

Breezy Schallheim Mentor Program 

Nancy Pyle  Rookie of the Year 

Barry Burnsides  Rookie of the Year 

Anna Swanson  Rookie of the Year 

Finally, thanks to all the officers and committee chairper-

sons for their dedicated work this year and congratulations 

to all those that will fill Board positions in 2016. I am posi-

tive our club chapter will continue to grow and support our 

community with our new officers. 



 

 

lot of work is already underway to make the conference 

an outstanding experience for all who attend; it will be 

something you don’t want to miss, so “Follow the Ore-

gon Trail to Great Gardening in 2017. 

******************************************** 

SEED TO SUPPER TRAINING  

WORKSHOP 

Seed to Supper is a comprehensive gardening course 

that gives novice, adult participants the tools needed to 

successfully grow a portion of their own food on a lim-

ited budget. 

If you are interested in volunteering as a “Garden Edu-

cator” and are willing to lead a course in the coming 

year, then please attend the Seed to Supper Training 

Workshop, November 5th (9:00 am to 3:00 pm). 

   Breezy Schallheim 

******************************************** 

TIP OF THE MONTH 

 

Take a used metal ironing board, strip off the cloth cov-

ering and pad. It should have holes already in the iron-

ing board. Use it for a potting “table” in the greenhouse 

or outdoors. The holes in it will allow water and soil to 

fall through. Fold up when not using for easy storage. 

  Submitted by Nancy Pyle 

If you have a tip please share it with us in the following 

newsletters. Please email it to Ruth Reel, Editor,      

reelsox@grantspass.com  

******************************************** 

PLANT CLINIC WINTER HOURS 

 

The winter hours for the Plant Clinic will begin No-

vember 1st and will be open on Tuesday and Thursday 

from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 
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(Continued from page 3 Garden Ponderings) 

process your flowers in cold, even icy, water to decrease 

bacteria; and research has proven that surrounding ourselves 

with flowers makes us feel happier, reduces stress, and im-

proves our memory. For more fun with flowers and to view 

several How to Arrange Flowers videos, visit J’s website: 

www.uBloom.com. 

Mark Hirsch was another keynote speaker and talked about 

his experiences photographing an oak tree daily for an entire 

year as he recovered from a traumatic brain injury. His talk 

was very moving and inspirational. Mark chronicles the year 

in a beautiful coffee table book entitled That Tree. Mark 

stressed that “Every day is a good day!” 

An additional highlight was visiting with the international 

Search for Excellence awards winners and viewing their in-

formative posters. 1st through 3rd place awards were given 

in the following categories: workshop (Oregon’s Seed to 

Supper received 3rd place), youth, special needs, community 

service, research, demonstration, and innovative projects 

(Oregon-Benton County received 1st place for their Plant 

Clinic Scenarios). Two of my favorite projects were The 

Misadventures of Peter Rabbit, a puppet show about vegeta-

bles (1st place youth-from Delaware) and Secrets of Great 

Tomatoes (1st place workshop-from Illinois). 

I enjoyed a living history portrayal of John Bartram, Amer-

ica’s “Master Gardener”, who in 1754 developed the first 

nursery catalog. He shipped Bartram’s Boxes containing 

hundred of seeds and dried plants to England as well as trees 

with fall color (a rarity in England at the time). A genus of 

mosses, Bartramia, was named after him as was the 19th 

century Bartram’s Garden in Philadelphia. Linnaeus said he 

was the “greatest natural botanist in the world”. Bartram 

exhibited a lot of foresight and coined the phrase “the world 

is your garden: protect it and save it”. 

A surprising favorite pastime for me was observing all the 

different Master Gardener badges representing the thirty-

nine states. I think the colorful orange Oregon badge is by 

far the best (luckily for us the shape of our state lends itself 

better to a badge than some states) and it was nice to meet 

eight other friendly Master Gardeners from various locales 

in Oregon at the International Conference. I talked with 

many Master Gardeners from around the nation who have 

attended more than a dozen International Conferences over 

the years. They said they always have a great time and are 

excited about coming to Oregon for the next one. 

Mark your calendars and start saving your pennies for the 

July 10-14, 2017 International Master Gardener Conference 

that will be at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland. A 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  

 

9:30, MG 

Meeting 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 

 

Veteran’s   

Day 

12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 

 

Tree Planting 

& Care Class 

20  

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 

 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

27 28 

29 30      

November 2015 
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YOUNG MASTER GARDENERS 

  

 October Young Master Gardeners. The topic was pho-

tosynthesis - learn how plants eat and breathe. The Very 

Young listened to a story and learned how to save seeds. 

Cally Baker provided some Cherokee Black Bean seeds. 

There is quite a story as to how this particular type of 

bean came from Oklahoma in 1838. Cally also provided 

a detailed sheet about this bean. Cally taught the Very 

Young how to make a drying pouch out of Kleenex & 

rice & flour. The beans went in an envelope and they 

both went in a jar. Each Very Young took home a jar of 

bean seeds to plant next year. Both of the afternoon 

classes were busy with lots of questions. Vicky read a 

story about photosynthesis to the second class and asked 

the kids questions. Barry read a story to the third class. 

Brad’s station was about “This Time of Year”. The kids 

learned about all the seeds that the plants and trees are 

providing now. He had Pine Cone seeds, acorns, a giant 

sunflower head and lots of Silk Tree pods. Mary made a 

tri-fold showing how the plants “replant” themselves. 

The kids each took home a bag of about 5 different 

types of seeds and seed pods. Barry brought a micro-

scope and some tomato starts. He showed the roots of 

the tomato plant when it grows in hydro. The micro-

scope was the biggest hit. Barry showed the underside of 

a leaf with three different magnifications. We were all 

able to see the stomata of the leaf. Elizabeth showed a 

uTube video about photosynthesis. She also brought a 

tri-fold about tomatoes. The Earned Book program is 

already enthusiastically underway. One of our kids even 

brought in a gorgeous avocado plant that she started 

with a report about it. 

As you can see, we have a lot of fun and we all learn 

something new. The topic for November 18th is “The 

Worms Go In, The Worms Go Out”. We will be learn-

ing about compost, fertilizers and beneficial wigglers. 

Come and see our worm farm. Visitors and volunteers 

are always welcome! 

   Mary Florance 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Happy Birthday to Connie O’Brian/John Struzik (1), 

Jeannette Olmstead (2), Lori Pernarelli/Lucy Chambers (11), 

Willie Blevins (12), Mary Jackson (13), Elizabeth Maler 

(14), John Etchells (20), Charlie Newsom/Dianna Reisinger 

(23), Anna Eichner (24), Barb Finch (28), Bill Ward (29), 

JoAn McManus (30). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING CROCKPOT STUFFING 

2 loaves dill rye bread* 

1 cube margarine 

1 onion 

3/4 lbs. mushrooms 

2 C celery 

2 eggs 

1 tsp. poultry seasoning 

1 tsp. Chicken flavored bouillon granules or a bouillon cube 

in 1/4 water 

Put bread in large bowl and add spices to bread. 

Saute’ onions, mushrooms, celery in margarine. 

Mix all ingredients thoroughly and put into crockpot on low. 

Check and sir a couple of times to make sure no sticking 

occurs on side of crockpot. 

*dry bread and cube a couple of days ahead. 

You don’t have to stuff a turkey. Just serve it separately. 

   Submitted by Nancy Pyle 



 

 

OSU Extension Service, Master Gardener™ Association -  Josephine County, Oregon, 541-476-6613 

Our email address is: josephinemg@oregonstate.edu 

Our Web Site: http://www.jocomastergardeners.com 

  

THE MASTER GARDENER 

 

 

Master Gardener™ Association 

OSU Extension Service 

215 Ringuette Street 

Grants Pass, OR  97527 

NOVEMBER CLASSES 

 

All classes are held at the OSU Extension Auditorium at 215 Ringuette St., G.P. To register, call the Josephine 

County Extension Office, 541-476-6613. Pre-registration is required for all classes. 

Save those Turkey Bones! Class will be held on Saturday, November 14th from 9 to 12:30 pm. Instructor will be Debi 

Ashton, Master Food Preserver. Discover how you can enjoy your Thanksgiving turkey for several more months. We 

will show you how to make a soup that can warm your soul on those cold winter nights. We will also demo bread that 

you can make and serve alongside of your soup. Learn how to pressure can or freeze this and other different kinds of 

soups and more. Cost: $15 per person. Pre-registration required. 

Tree Planting and Care class will be held on Thursday November 19th from 6 to 8 pm. Instructor will be Tal 

Blankenship, retired Extension Agent/Horticulturist. Students will come away with the necessary skill to properly se-

lect, plant and care for young trees. Students will also take home the knowledge needed to insure the longevity of the 

older established trees existing on their property. The common everyday practices that will harm and shorten the life of 

a tree will be discussed. Cost: $5/MG free with Badge. 

  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


